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WIN FREE
MOVIE TICKETS
See the Where’s Wally ad for
details on how to win
FREE Movie Passes
to Bellevue Regal 12!

Last Year To See Clodfelter’s
Beautiful Holiday Light Display
For years every time the Clodfelters
entered the Holiday Lights Contest, every
other contestant trembled. They always
won! And it’s no wonder. The Clodfelter’s
home at 7700 Saddle Ridge Court in
Bellevue is spectacular.
What started as a tradition with his son,
has now carried on as a tradition to help the
Bellevue Food Bank. But all that is coming
to an end this year. The Clodfelters have
decided this is their final year to decorate
their home and are selling off their decorations, some of which were acquired when
Twitty City closed and sold all their holiday
decorations.
So before this display is gone forever, do
yourself a favor and drive out to Bellevue,
just around the big curve from the Bellevue
Regal 12, take a right on Saddle Ridge and
go past the Clodfelter’s home. But be sure to
bring some canned goods for the basket to
be donated to the Bellevue Food Bank at
Bellevue United Methodist Church.
After all, this is the season for giving!
The nativity scene and Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs are two of the most popular scenes on display at
the Clodfelter’s home. But the moving light show and flying Santa are also very popular.

Help Orphans in China

Westview
JANUARY 4-7

Buy a doll or bracelet
from Annabelle’s Wish
and you’ll be helping
children in eight
Chinese orphanages!
They make great
presents!

Angel Food Orders
Angel Food orders will be
accepted at the Crossroads
Church from 1pm to 5pm in

Calendar

2008 on January 4, 5, and 7.
Angel Food Ministries headquarters has announced a cost
increase that makes the monthly menu unit $30. Payment can
be made by cash, check or food

stamp voucher. The amount of
food received each month is
worth twice the cost of the
monthly unit cost of $30 so it is
still a value! The Crossroads
Church is a host site that serves
the community in this program.

JANUARY 19
Family History at
Knowles Center
"Luo, Pan," which means "To Hope" is the first in the
series of Friendship Dolls. She will be available in time
for Christmas gift-giving. Only a limited number of the
dolls will be released each year and each doll will be
numbered. Luo, Pan, also called "Pan Pan" is dressed
in traditional Chinese clothing and is made of top quality materials. Each doll in the series will have an uplifting name and message and will be dressed in costumes
from his/her own country. $10.00 each plus $4.00 shipping.

"Family History Show and
Tell" with Janet Hasson as
moderator will be held at 1:00
pm., Saturday, January 19,
2008 at Knowles Senior Center,
174 Rains Avenue, Nashville,
TN --743-3400.
Bring your favorite old
photos, documents, or family
artifact. Share your treasures
with other genealogy and history lovers. Meeting is open to
the public and refreshments
will be served.

Beautiful sterling silver bracelet with tiny little bells.
These are expandable. $20.00 each plus $3.00 shipping.

To order Go to www.AnnabellesWish.info or call
Jeannie Butler at 662-8159.
All proceeds from sales of the dolls will be used to aid children living in
orphanages in China. For more information on Luo, Pan or Annabelle's
wish visit our website: www.AnnabellesWish.info. Send payment and
order form to address on card. Annabelle's Wish is a 501(c)3 non profit
organization If you order a doll and a bracelet only pay $4.00 shipping for
both.

ONGOING
Murphy's North Pole
Network Collectors
Club
There are many reasons to
join a local Hallmark
Collectors club. Door prizes
are awarded at most club meetings. Get holiday decorating
ideas beyond the traditional
Christmas tree, and also
actively participate in philanthropic projects that will benefit our community.
The club meets (for either
a meeting or club event) on the
fourth Tuesday of every month
except January. Currently, the
club meets at Shoney's in
Bellevue (in the private dining
room) at I-40W/Highway 70S
- with dinner arrival beginning
at 6 p.m. and the club meeting
beginning at 7 p.m.
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Westview
West Of Nashville
Seniors (WONS)
meets Wednesdays
West Of Nashville Seniors
meets every Wednesday at Say
Cheese in Bellevue Center Mall
at 10 a.m. to play cards, board
games and socialize. This is a
free group and everyone is
invited.

Harpeth View
Toastmasters
“A Friendly Place to Meet and
Speak.” -That’s how Harpeth
View Toastmasters describe
their club meetings. You too,
can discover how fun and easy
it is to build self-confidence and
overcome your fear of public
speaking; skills necessary in
today’s business world. Visitors
are always welcome! Meetings
are held weekly on Saturday
mornings at 7:30 a.m. on the
second floor of St. George’s
Episcopal Church on Harding
Road (park in spaces located
between the church and Belle
Meade City Hall). For more
information call 654-4819.

Singles Volleyball
Friday's 6:30-8:30 p.m. single
men and women play at West
End United Methodist Church
(across from Vanderbilt Univ.).
No charge, all skill levels welcome. For details, call Rodney
at 615-443-1896 or Emily 615975-4672.

American Singles
Golf Association
The American Singles Golf
Association is a national organization. The Nashville group
meets every third Tuesday at
the Dan McGuiness Irish Pub at
5:30 p.m. For more information, please call 615-872-7788.

Nashville
Cribbage Club
The only Nashville Area
Cribbage Club meets at various
local coffee houses on the 3rd
Thursday of every month.
Everyone from longtime players to the “Cribb-Curious” are
welcome to the free event. For
more info, please call (615)
673-2899 or email D.R. Fay at
nashvillecribclub@yahoo.com.

Order Sons of
Italy meetings
The Order Sons of Italy in
America encourages the study
of Italian language and culture
in schools, preserves and celebrates our Italian heritage and
reaches out to the needs of our
community. The Franklin chapter is the only nationally chartered Order Sons of Italy in
America in Tennessee. We meet
the last Tuesday of every month
at 6:45 at St. Philip Catholic
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Church, 113 Second Ave.,
Franklin. Visit www.giuseppe
verdilodge.com or call Joe
LoCasto at 474-6619 or Dan
Solomon at 373-3352 for more
information.

MOMS Club
The MOMS Club of
Bellevue-North meets at 10:00
a.m. first Thursday of the
Month at the Bellevue YMCA
at 10:00 Contact Barbara
O'Hara at 352-6335 or
barb_adasohara@yahoo.com
for more information. Free. The
MOMS (Moms offering Moms
Support) Club was designed
specifically to help at-home
mothers overcome the challenges of isolation, frustration
and boredom that accompany
the joys of raising children.
The MOMS Club of
Bellevue-South
meets
at
10:00am the first Thursday of
each month at the Bellevue
United Methodist Church, 7501
Old Harding Pike. Free. The
MOMS (Moms offering Moms
Support) Club was designed
specifically to help at-home
mothers overcome the challenges of isolation, frustration
and boredom that accompany
the joys of raising children. For
more info, call 266-1442.

Toastmasters at
NSCC
Nashville State Community
College Toastmasters Club
meets on the second and fourth
Wednesdays from 12:15 to 1:15
p.m. at Nashville State
Community College, 120 White
Bridge Road. The meeting is
open to anyone interested in
improving his or her speaking
skills. For more information,
call 673-2145.

Bowie Outdoor
Club schedule
The Bowie Outdoor Club:
HIKE, BIKE OR RUN
Meets the first Saturday of
each month at 9:00 am at Bowie
Nature Park in Fairview
(excluding June, July &
August). Information: Kristina
Giard at 799-2389 x112, or
h t t p : / / w w w. f a i r v i e w tn.org/bowiepark

No Longer Bound
Grace Fellowship
There is freedom from addiction; alcoholism, drug addiction. Our ministry is for reconciliation with God who has the
power to change anyone. Our
purpose is to be a non-judgmental fellowship group for support. That we may be firmly
rooted and built up in Christ in
order to live a free and productive life in the power of the
Holy Spirit. Weekly meetings
every Tuesday and Friday night
from 6:30-8:30
at Brook
Hollow Baptist Church, 678
Brook Hollow Rd at the corner

of Brook Hollow and Davidson
Road in Nashville. Contact jaybygrace@comcast.net for more
information.

Caring for the
Caregiver support
group meetings
CARING
FOR
THE
CAREGIVER--an
ongoing
support group open to anyone
caring for an elderly relative or
spouse..
Meets
alternate
Monday evenings from 5:00
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Jewish
Family Service at the Gordon
Jewish Community Center. No
charge. Please contact Teri
Sogol at 354-1662 to register.

Poor Boys Classic
Chevy Club
Poor Boys Classic Chevy
Club holds monthly meetings
at 7:00 p.m. and held in the
McEwen Elementary School
Cafeteria (220 Swift Street
East, McEwen). Remember,
you do not have to own a Chevy
to join---just your interest and
enthusiasm gets you in the door.
Enthusiastists of all makes
and models of cars welcome!
For information, call 931 +
582-3038.

Courthouse
Quilters Guild in
White Bluff
Courthouse Quilters Guild
meets the second Monday of
each month. Basic quilting
classes are taught upon request,
projects for the month start at
5:00 pm, business sessions
begins at 6:30 pm. There is a
"Sit-N-Sew" each 4th Saturday,
service projects are worked on,
classes taught or work on a personal project. Meetings are held
at the White Bluff Church of
Christ, 4416 Hwy 70 E., White
Bluff, TN across from the Post
Office. Visitors are welcome to
attend.
For more information call
(615) 730-7585, (615) 7631034, (615) 412-9941, (615)
797-9662
or
email
bsquilts@bellsouth.net.

Bellevue Rotary
meetings
Bellevue Rotary meets at
Loveless Café Wednesdays
7:15 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. join
Bellevue’s fastest growing service club for breakfast at one of
the nation’s most beloved and
historic
eateries.
Every
Wednesday Morning the Rotary
Club of Bellevue meets for a
full Loveless Café breakfast
and an hour of friendship, fellowship and timely discussion
of current club service projects
and events. For more information contact club President
Larry Musick at 615-210-2981
or
email
Larry
at
klajmusick@bellsouth.net
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West Nashville
Go Club Forming
Do you enjoy chess or
other strategic boardgames?
You'll love Go, the oldest
games in the world! Already
play? Join other Go players
from West Nashville. Just curious? All are welcome! For more
info, please call 615-598-1104
or email Corey Todaro at westnashvillego@comcast.net.

Bellevue Creative
Activities
Playgroup
ABC Educational Playgroup meets the 1st & 3rd
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to Noon.
There are Creative Projects,
Games, Recreation, Reading &
Writing for children 2-5 Years,
Siblings encouraged to attend.
RSVP to Samantha Kirchner,
Coordinating Parent, 615-6460960.

Bellevue
Exchange Club
The Bellevue Exchange Club
meets on Tuesday mornings at
7:00 a.m. at Shoney’s in
Bellevue. Guests are always
welcome. Call Bob Allen at
218-4580 or Rod Frank at 3546464, Steve Smith at 476-4120,
or Charlie Tygard at 243-3295
for more information. The program for January is:
1-8-2008 - No morning meeting - Night meeting – Business
meeting – no speaker
1-15-2008 - Richard Dunn DEA - "Drug trends in Mid TN
and the South."
1-22-2008
- Eric Kehn
Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms
bureau.
1-29-2008
- Chief Mark
Anderson Air Force Recruiting.

Bellevue
Genealogy and
History Club
The Bellevue Genealogy and
History Club meets every
Friday from 9-10:30 am at the
J. L. Turner Lifelong Learning
Center near the intersection of
Hwy 100 and Old Harding
Road. You do NOT have to be a
member of the YMCA or the
Senior Center to attend. Contact
Bob Allen at 218-4580 or
Benjamin Surmi at 646-9622
for more information.

Humphreys Co.
Historical Society

7700 George E Horn Road,
Bellevue, Tennessee (New
Beginnings Church – main
auditorium) at 8:00 p.m. on
Monday nights beginning
September 24, 2007. If you
need additional information,
please call Tammi N. at 2518805, ext. 201.

CHADD meeting
in Franklin
Do You Have a Child with
Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder? Do You Want to
Learn More about AD/HD?
http://lib.williamson-tn.org

Horizon Medical
hosts Alzheimer
Group
Horizon Medical Center
will host a Alzheimer Caregiver
Support Group on the 2nd
Tuesday of each Month, 2nd
floor conference room from
10:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M..
To register call Medline at
615-343-1910

Hillsboro-Harding
Exchange Club
The
Hillsboro-Harding
Road Breakfast Exchange Club
meets at 7:30 am every second
and fourth Tuesday of the
month at the White Bridge
Road Shoney's restaurant.
Guests are always welcome.
Call Winston Caldwell at 3837321 or Henry Hopton at 8327388 for more information.

Friends Learning
in Pairs (FLIP)
FLIP is seeking caring people aged 55 and over to serve as
tutors for children in grades K4 in the Fairview and Bellevue
areas. Volunteers go to a school
one day a week and spend 30
minutes each with 3 to 4 students who are struggling with
reading. Please call Carolyn
Warnick at 615-948-3102 or
email cwarnick@scitn.org for
more details.

West Nashville
Civitan Club
West Nashville Civitan
Club is a co-ed club that meets
at 6 p.m. every second and
fourth Tuesday of the month at
the White Bridge Shoney's.
Normally an outside speaker
makes a presentation on the
fourth Tuesday.

Humphreys
County
Historical Society. Everyone
welcome! For information on
meetings, call 931 + 296-2094.

New AA group in
Bellevue
A new AA group for 25 and
younger is now being held at

www.westviewonline.com
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New Year’s Eve Celebration at NCT

By E.D. Thompson
Email: thompsonia04@aol.com
Do You Remember?

It’s College Football Bowl
Time in Tennessee! At this
time of the year, I have such
fond memories of my sister and
me in the 1930s lying on the
floor in front of the warm fire in
the grate and listening to the
bowl games on the old Majestic
radio. Most bowl games were
introduced by the song “You’ve
Got to Be a Football Hero.”
And, the play-by-play announcer was probably either Graham
McNamee, Bill Stern, or Red
Barber.
Recently, when my doorbell rang, I greeted my good
friend and neighbor, Everett
Templeton, who is a great Big
Band enthusiast, sports enthusiast, and creator of outstanding
charts such as listing all of the
old big bands and their theme
songs, and this time of year,
creator of Temp’s “College
Football Bowl Schedule.”
Temp hand-draws a chart
of every bowl game, date, location, the schools playing, with
time, and TV channel. What a
great time I am enjoying
Temp’s chart as I watch games
knowing exactly what time and
channel to turn to. Thanks
Temp.
I am so anxious for the city
of New Orleans to get back on
its feet and gain the same historic and Southern character as
before or even better. I was so
pleased to see that among the
total of 32 bowl games this season, exactly three of them will
be in the Super Dome in New
Orleans. On December 7, we
had the New Orleans Bowl, on
January 1 we will see the Sugar
Bowl, and on January 7 will be
the BCS Championship game
between Ohio State and L.S.U.
I hope those games will get
New Orleans a little better back
on its feet.
Of course, on December
31, our own Music City Bowl
will feature Kentucky and
Florida State. January 1, the
University of Tennessee plays
Wisconsin in Tampa at the
Outback Bowl. While watching all of these games on television, my nostalgic memories
will drift back to old wintry
Nashville, the warm fire in the
grate, and listening to great
radio.
This time of year with the
changing weather, many of us
will suffer some upper respiratory conditions. When I was a
child, my mother’s cure for a
sore throat and cough was to
make me wear a flannel cloth
tightly around my neck covered
with Vick salve when I went to
bed. I hated it. Even today, I
cannot stand flannel against my
skin. But, it seems like the
treatment always worked.
In my reading, I have

1
6.14 x 9.2

been intrigued to learn what the
pioneers who settled Nashville
used for various sicknesses and
treatments. They used bear
grease to remove corns and
bunions. Rattlesnake grease
eased rheumatic pains. A wildonion poultice helped a stiff
neck. One thing that I did like
as a child was a cup of sassafras
tea. I guess it helped my throat,
stomach, or something. It was
made by boiling the root of the
red sassafras. I liked it.
After giving you some
happy Christmas excerpts from
Twila Carter’s letter in my column last week, I have another
surprise. I told you that her letter to me was 12 pages long.
Not correct! Twila closed her
letter to me with an extra
unnumbered page plus a copy
of a nostalgic column she had
written which appeared in the
Gallatin “News Examiner”
some time back.
Her father, Dewey Carter,
owned a Texaco gas station on
Gallatin’s South Water Avenue
in the 1950s. It was a real filling station where attendants
filled the gas tank, checked the
oil, cleaned the windows, and
checked the air pressure in your
tires.
In Twila’s nostalgic column, she mentioned such
things as going to the drink
machine to get a cold Nehi
orange or grape drink. She
helped her father give out gifts
for every purchase made at the
filling station. They handed out
pot holders, dish towel sets,
china (“one piece per purchase,
so they would keep coming
back to get the whole set“), coffee pots, and other household
items.
Someday some of you, or
your children, or your grandchildren will look back to old
year 2007 and enjoy telling
people how wonderful those
old years were and what things
were meaningful in their lives.
All of us can begin a new
year by doing some things
which old Dewey Carter taught
his daughter at the filling station. Twila’s father explained:
“Always be the first to smile
and say good morning and
don’t wait for the other person
to say it first. Listen to others,
make eye contact, and make the
person know that what they say
is important. Be polite and
patient. Always do what you
say you will do. Keep your
word. Never judge another person or believe any one person is
better than another.”
Well, with that said, I guess
we are now ready for old Father
Time to move out with 2007,
and welcome the New Year of
2008. From the Thompson
home, we are wishing a happy,
healthy, and prosperous New
Year to everyone!

Order one or more of E.D. Thompson’s books by calling
615-646-6131 or going to www.westviewpublishing.com
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Start your family’s New
Year’s Eve celebration early
with Nashville Children’s
Theatre at a special presentation of Junie B. Jones and a
Little Monkey Business. This
new musical, adapted by Joan
Cushing from the book by

Barbara Park, follows popular
children’s book character Junie
B. through her adventures in
kindergarten. The celebration
and performance will begin at
2:30 p.m.
Individual ticket prices are
$11 per child (ages 2 to 17),

$15 per adult and free for children under 2 years old. Group
discounts are also available.
For more information
about tickets or how to become
a season subscriber, please visit
www.nashvillechildrenstheatre.org or call (615) 254-9103.

John C. Tune Airport to Host Saturday Fly-In
Join the tenants of John C.
Tune Airport when they host
the Saturday Fly-In on
December 29 from 11 a.m. – 1
p.m..

December
Birthdays
DECEMBER 26
Wesley Emfinger
Victor Hassell
Mildred Belcher
Stori Springman
Sue Engle
DECEMBER 27
June Walden
Lloyd Cahoon
Mary McKinney
Aaron Smith
Devin Flanagan
Joan Guth
Stephen Herndon
Gracie Hickerson
Kristen Klassen
DECEMBER 28
Mary Jo Clark
Will Walden
Lindsey Shope
Karen Philips
Roger Patton, Sr.
Vickie Allen
Jean Bush
allyson Harbin
Clark Klassen
Joan Archer
DECEMBER 29
Don Corn
Imogene Harper
James Baker
Mary Alley
Robert Armstrong
Lori Horner
Betty Justice
Katie Rector
DECEMBER 30
Kay Nunnally
Brendon Kirkland
James Anderson
Melony Herbert
Robbie Mihalko
Sloan Smith
DECEMBER 31
Chaz Mason
Ashley Stephenson
Lou Chambers
Tommy Martin
Eric Schmidt

Saturday fly-ins are hosted
every Saturday by various
Middle Tennessee general aviation airports like John C. Tune
Airport.
Many
Middle
Tennessee aviators fly to the
luncheon, but traveling via
plane is not required. The fly-in
is a great event for the whole
family.
Members of the general
public are invited to join the
tenants of John C. Tune Airport
for a Saturday Fly-In Lunch
with Live Entertainment.

Lunch features hamburgers, hot
dogs, chili and more. Lunch/$5
The Fly-In will be at
Hangar One, John C. Tune
Airport , 110 Tune Airport
Drive, Nashville, TN 37209
Directions: Interstate 40
West to Exit 204 North on
Briley Parkway approximately
1.6 miles to Exit 26B
(Centennial Boulevard West)
Right at first traffic light
(approximately 0.2 miles) Left
on Centennial Place Left on
Hermitage Plaza .

Missed an issue? Go to www.westviewonline.com and find it in the archives.

Today, I woke up in London, England. Our plane landed at the foggy
Heathrow Airport at 7:55 AM. I had slept most of the nine hour flight there.
As I rubbed the sleep from my eyes, I was hoping to see the London Bridge
or the big clock tower called Big Ben, but I couldn’t see anything... except
fog.
The airport was very crowded and you could smell coffee as we walked
past the food courts. Nona and Daddy wanted to get some coffee and I got
some hot chocolate. I guess we were all too excited to be hungry. After we
picked up our luggage, we were greeted by a man wearing a black jacket and
carrying a sign that said McKenna. He said he had come to fetch us. When
he spoke, he sounded a little like Hailey sounds. Listening to all the people’s
voices all around me, I could hear words that she sometimes said. They certainly didn’t sound like the folks back home. Hailey Hollow seemed like a
lifetime away...
When we followed this man to the parking area, he said his name was
John. He opened the door to a shiny black car and said he would be driving
us the two hour trip to Montecumbay. He said that his Mistress, Aunt Sara
would be certain to have a late brunch ready when we arrived. He loaded our
luggage in the trunk. Inside the car, the back seats faced each other and as I
slid across the cold gray leather, I sat looking at Nona and Daddy. I wish I
could say I actually saw the tower of London, but it was hard to see anything.
Finally, as the sun began to pop it’s head out of the clouds, the ghostly gray
city with its high wrought iron fences disappeared into the countryside. The
fog had lifted enough for me to see that the land had some hills and hollows,
a little like Hailey Hollow. The trees even looked a little like our trees, too.
Some of the trees were still green and looked a little like the cedar trees back
home, but they were much rounder. Finally John pulled into a lane and he
said, “That’s Montecumbay, just ahead.” We all stretched our necks to look
out upon a long front entrance that had a huge stone gateway. As we drove
through the gates, we could see off into the distance a humongous, two-story
stone house with rows and rows of windows. The driveway had huge trees
on either side and at the front of the house was a round fountain with water
gushing up into the sky. The gravel driveway pulled around into the front and
we parked between the tall fountain and the huge stone house with it’s four
front doors. If this was Montecumbay, it looked like it could swallow up little girls and they would probably never be seen again!
John opened the car door and I finally set foot on the very same ground
that Hailey had once walked upon. I wondered if she felt dwarfed too, by the
big house that towered before us. The air had a crisp freshness. It was cool
but not cold. The chill I felt came from something other than the damp
weather. I wasn’t sure if it was finally seeing Montecumbay or if the shudder came from knowing I was about to meet my Aunt Sara, the woman who
chose me, a total stranger to inherit her home...Hailey and Great, GreatGrandmother Elise’s home...
As we walked up toward the front doors, They opened. I held my breath,
not knowing what to expect. Would Aunt Sara greet us at the door? Was she
well enough? Or would our first meeting be at her bedside...The doors
opened and a short, rolly-polly woman greeted us. Her gray hair was pulled
back into a neat round bun at the back of her head. She said, “come in Miss
McKenna. The Mistress is expecting you. I walked in first and Nona and
Daddy followed. I guess all the sights and sounds sort of kept their attention,
too. We were all as quite as little church mouses.
Send Birthdays to
In the entrance foyer there were marble floors and then hardwood. There
P.O. Box 210183
was a round mahogany table somewhat like the one back home at Hailey
Grove. There was a vase of flowers on the table that towered over Daddy’s
Nashville, 37221
head. It was bigger than any of Mommy’s flowers. Past the table was a very
E-mail:
wide staircase that went upstairs in two different directions and at the very
westview78@ aol.com
top of the stairs was magnificent stained glass windows. The stairs appeared
Birthdays are pulled from to be marble, too with a dark red runner going up the middle. I guess, somevarious church bulletins where at the top of those stairs, I’ll finally be meeting Aunt Sara...
Goodnight and God bless!
and mail ins submssions.
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River Jordan Hosts Two Great
Authors on Backstory on the Radio
Backstory on the Radio
with River Jordan combiness
Great Music, Great Stories,
Great Company, and you can
listen live online every
Saturday 4-6pm CST on 98.9
WRFN-LPFM Radio.

River Jordan
Sweet Potato Queens
author Jill Conner Browne and
Robert Dalby, author of Kissing
Babies at the Piggly Wiggly,
will be the featured guests on
January 5 in a rebroadcast of
the December 22 show.
Now, you know it just
doesn't get any better than this.
It looks like the South will rise
again this Saturday with so
much Southern we just love
ourselves fun.
That infamous Jill Conner
Browne, a.k.a. THE Sweet
Potato Queen, is a #1 New York
Times bestselling author with

over 5,300 fan clubs around the
world and she pulls up a chair
and sits down this Saturday on
BACKSTORY to share the
inside scoop on how this whole
wild SWEET POTATO thang
got started.In 1982, Jill started
the phenomenon of the Sweet
Potato Queens (a sisterhood of
bold, brash women who get in
touch with their Inner Queen
and dress in outrageous outfits
for a fabulous, fun time) when
she and her best friends kicked
off the first St. Patty's Day
parade in Jackson, MS. The
parade has since turned into a
huge charity event with over
10,000 SPQ participants. As the
reigning Queen, Jill's doled out
advice on everything from men
(you need 5 of them) to cooking
(food groups include sweet,
salty, fried and au gratin) to
fashionâ€"she believes a sparkly green dress, majorette boots
and tiara may not fix everything but they sure can help
lighten the load!Now in

THE
SWEET
POTATO
QUEENS' GUIDE TO RAISING CHILDREN FOR FUN
AND PROFIT, Jill shares her
uproarious Royal advice on the
Joys of Motherhood.The Sweet
Potato Queen moms are not
Alpha Moms who strive to be
perfect. The SPQ philosophy is:
laugh through the hard stuff.

Jill herself is a divorced mother
who had to hold down four jobs
to provide for her 2-year-old
daughter and sick mother.
Jillâ€™s filled the book with
her hard-fought humor and fun,
tongue-in-cheek
parenting
advice and recipes all told in
her inimitable Sweet Potato
Queen way.

By Diane W. Repasky

But
we're
not stopping there. Mr. Piggly
Wiggly author Robert Dalby
follows up with lessons in the
southern
metaphysics
of
Shopping, dancing, and kissing
babies at the Piggly Wiggly. It's
everyones down home favorite
shopping spot in every small
southern town we know (if you
don't believe me just read The
Messenger of Magnolia Street Chapter One). And if the Pig's
disappear we just don't know
what we'll do. So true.
Now, lean back, relax, and
get ready for some good old
fashioned story telling in all its
finest and glory days.
More Great Music, Great
Stories, and Great Company!
Spread the word and listen live
via 98.9fm Nashville, Comcast
Sap Channel 10 Davidson
County
Tennessee,
http://www.radiofreenashville.
org/ world wide.

Ambitio
n December 27th in the Eastern tradition),
In Canada, it’s called Boxing Day…In
Church;
London, it’s the busiest day of the year. that commemorates St. Stephen, the first
December 26th (unless Christmas falls on Christian martyr and the person referenced in
Saturday) represents a tradition hailing back to the Christmas carol “Good King Wenceslas.”
Victorian times, that is only somewhat catching
In the song, the king heads out to give alms
on in the US. But believe it or not, Boxing Day of meat, wine, and pine logs to a poor peasant on
in its original state, was quite the spiritual holi- this saintly day after Christmas. Along the way,
day.
his apprentice falls prey to the elements, and is
The day after Christmas was a medieval cel- healed in the end, by the king’s warmth and a
ebration in which the rich would box up their miraculous visitation otherwise revealed by
gifts and take them to the poor (and also their footprints in the snow.
servants). A bonafide regifting plan gone
A public holiday in Commonwealths such as
national, over time, Boxing Day would extend to England, Wales, Ireland, Italy, Australia and
include those children who traditionally opened New Zealand, Boxing Day is to us, just another
their “money boxes” the day after Christmas.
opportunity to stand in long lines. But like so
Today, it’s just another trip to the mall.
many things we now take for granted, the origiFor the religious, however, the day is quite nal goes much deeper, commemorating a day as
spiritual in origin. St. Stephen’s Day, or the Feast holy as Christmas. (Perhaps we’ll keep that in
of St. Stephen, is that Christian Saint’s Day cel- mind before cutting off the person about to steal
ebrated on December 26th (in the Western our parking space!)
Karlin
Evins, author
of “I Didn’t
Know
That,”welcomes
Karlen Evins,
author
of “I Didn’t
Know
That”
welcomes
your feedback
at www.ididntknowthat.biz
your
feedback
at karlen@karlenevins.com.
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On the flip side of life
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...So I’ve got those 2
charming twin daughters I’ve
been writing you on & off
about, right? Well, one of them
is already engaged, and the
other one is about to DRIVE
ME TO MY GRAVE! That’s
because The Boy who’s gonna
pop The Question to this
daughter intends to pop it on
Christmas morning. At dawn.
At some as yet undisclosed
location (which I can’t pry outta
the fella TO SAVE MY
SOUL!).
All this is without her
knowledge, of course...and her
sister & I intend to keep it that
way...and at the same time
we’re planning this H-U-G-E
surprise Christmas morning
engagement breakfast, with all
stops pulled (because that’s the
way this daughter would like it
— as opposed to the one who’s
already engaged, who gave me
exactly 40 minutes’ notice that
she had “just been proposed
to,” and thus, that same amount
of time to, with her Drive-MeTo-My-Grave sister, plan an
[EXCEEDINGLY] impromptu
engagement party menu, literally while en route to the grocery
store; swipe all the trash on my
dining room table off in one fell
swoop; hang up crepe-paper
streamers; and throw a package
of Little Smokies in the
microwave with a bottle of
store-bought barbecue sauce).
(And what a fine party that was!
Just think!: 40 minutes...and
you can throw together an
impromptu party, and in another hour-&-a-half, be ready to go
to bed!)
—Well, not so with THIS
party. No-o-o. Not with my
D r i v e - M e - To - M y - G r a v e
daughter. Instead, with THIS
party, I’ve been planning the
blasted thing since the week
before Thanksgiving! And it’ll
prob’ly take till the week after
Valentine’s to pull it off. Even
IF my scrambled eggs are supposed to be cooked & in the
chafing dish by 8:00 on
Christmas morning. (Gee whiz;
Larry even hit “weatherchannel.com” to find out what time
“Dawn” really is on Christmas
morning, so we could backtrack our party-specific baking
& decorating clear back into
Christmas Eve...and ya know
what? Christmas Eve’s prob’ly
gonna be an All-Nighter here
— but it ain’t because Santa’s
comin’ to visit ME!)
...And in the meantime,
Drive-Me-To-The-Grave Girl is
insisting on spending every
spare micro-second of “quality
time” with her parents, now that
her senior year of college is on
Christmas break and she knows
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drepasky@bellsouth.net
she’ll be trotting off to Chicago
or Boston or Washington for
Grad. school in just another
semester. Problem is...I know it
too, and I equally want her
spending all that quality time
with me. HOWEVER: She’s
gonna Drive Me To My Grave
in the process! I mean, afterall,
when’s a poor body supposed to
plan & execute The Surprise
Engagement Party To End All
Surprise Engagement Parties
(“conveniently,” right in the
middle of Christmas no less),
when the recipient of said Party
is so constantly underfoot
spending all that quality time
with her stupid parents who are
only “PARENTS” afterall and
therefore don’t know anything
about anything anyhow, so why
bother spending ANY quality
time with them?? GEEZE!
“QUALITY TIME???” Why
couldn’t she have thought of
that way back when she was
giving me headaches as a
teenager?! —Boy, that kid has
S-O-M-E timing!
And then there’s Larry.
Naturally. Every word out of
his mouth is: “How much is
THAT gonna cost?” And “You
mean we have to buy THAT in
addition to CHRISTMAS PRESENTS?” Or (worse), “How
come you can spend all this
time planning this great-big
elaborate party for our daughter, but you can’t even do one
simple load of laundry for me?”
— But then, on the other hand
(after he’s apologized for the
fourteen-thousandth time for
ticking me off Yet One More
Time while I’m planning this
Gala Extravaganza), “Of
course, Dear, I don’t mind driving 50 miles all over Nashville
to find you a ball of fake mistletoe, which all the normal places
seem to be so mysteriously outof this year, so that The Happy
Couple can kiss under it upon
command at the party.”
(Although he hasn’t been quite
so cooperative about wanting to
help with all the combined
Christmas/Engagement decorating starting at midnight on
Christmas Eve that can ONLY
be done then if it’s going to be
part of the Party Surprise on
Christmas Morning Dawn.)
—And will we all survive
it all? Time’ll tell. Christmas
Morning (Dawn) is less than a
week away as I write this column, so if you see my column
here next week, you know I
(barely) did.
OOPS! WOW! GOTTA
MAJORLY RUN! AM OFF
TO POLISH SOME REALLY
TARNISHED
SILVER
NOW!!!!
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Hillwood Band Plans Third Annual March to Recycle Christmas Trees
Your live cut Christmas
tree may look beautiful now,
but how will you dispose of it in

January?
Hillwood Band
members are ready to march off
with your tree on any of the first

three Saturdays after Christmas;
December 29, January 5, and
January 12.
For a minimum donation of
$10 Hillwood band parents and
students will pick up live trees
at homes or offices in the West
Nashville area and take them to
one of the Metro-sponsored tree
recycling centers. Areas served
include Belle Meade, Green
Hills, Hillwood, West Meade
and Bellevue.
This is the third year that
the band has conducted the
March to recycle tree pick-up
service. Starting with only 75

trees their first year, business
more than doubled last year.
Over 200 trees and $2500 were

frames and Joshua really liked
his 12-in-1 tool. He will be "fixing" everything now!
Well, that's the way the
cookie crumbles ... see ya next
week.

CHRISTMAS, and don't forget
those that are less fortunate than
yourself. LOL!!!!!

Bellevue Homeschool News
Preschool
News

by Seth Almon
I wrote a book today. I
played "Jump in a Holly." You
make paper balls and throw it in
the holly. I ate cupcakes. I did a
puzzle, three puzzles, four puzzles. I played a game where you
put an ornament on a tree. Also
we put the star on the top. I saw
a reindeer. His name was
Rudolph. The reindeer didn't
have a mouth, so he didn't talk.
His mouth was open. I didn't
color. I played Lego. I built an
airplane.

1st Grade
News

by Jenna Snipes
Today we played a game in
science. It was an animal game.
It was like bingo. It was fun. We
had a party!! We played games.
One game we played was snowball. We scratched a little
Christmas Tree ornament and
made it turn different colors. I
think it was called scratch art?
I'm pretty sure. We did do math.
We did adding and subtracting.
We went outside and played. We
did our weekly words and read
Little House on the Prarie. That's
all I can think of. Seriously that's
all.

5th Grade
News

by Benjamin Hansen

Hey, this Monday was awesome, in JA Biz town class the
teacher announced who won the
election for the Anchor job, the
winner was, J.C. Mccaw!!! He
won by one vote in a tie between
J.C. and Andrew. But I didn't get
1 vote, LOL! Instead of
Language Arts we had a
Christmas party. We had a blast!
At the party, we learned how to
fence with these toy swords. I
got 1st place and won an awesome nerf revolver gun. We also
got to make and decorate cookies,
they
were
very
delicious.Well, that's all for now,
and have a merry Christmas!

6th Grade
News

by Isaiah Dructor
Are
you
excited
about
Christmas? I am!! But it sure
makes for a busy schedule!
Besides that, I have a new
nephew! His name is Skylar.
He's only a little over 2 weeks
old now -- really little! It seems
like everyone is ready for the
long
Christmas
break.
Thanksgiving is like the beginning of the Christmas holiday
since the whole family is together and then everyone is getting
excited about what to get for
whom.
School has been fun and
exciting, too. We've finished our
Accelerated Reader tests and I'm
looking forward to reading some
more books. In Art we have finished our paintings and worked
on a card for Channel 5. We
have been on learning classroom
words in Spanish. In Language
Arts, we make-up words from
Latin and Greek roots ... do we
really speak English??? In
Social Studies we finished
Mexico and have been learning
about Brazil. The Amazon
River, the longest river in the
world, is located there! I interviewed for the jobs of Mail
Carrier and Health Care
Provider in Exchange City/Jr.
Achievement. Mail Carrier was
my first choice.
After church on Sunday, we
went shopping. I can't tell you
what I got everyone -- they read
the paper, too! But I can tell you
that I think my family will like
what I bought them! It was terribly cold and windy outside. It
even snowed! Luckily the stores
were warm inside -- and there
were so many people!! I think
everyone was shopping for their
families!
After church on Sunday
evening everyone played Dirty
Santa. It was really fun. I got a
g-scale Kenworth Big Rig. I
can't wait to use it with my gscale train set. G-scale is 1:32,
so the trucks and train cars are
really big. My Mom was excited
about getting some new picture
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7th Grade
News

by Haley Butler
Happy Holidays Everyone!
I hope everyone's having a
good Holiday break. Anyone
else hoping for a white
Christmas? I am, although it
probably
wont
happen.
Christmas is my favorite time of
the year, all the decorations, the
hustle and bustle of the lastminute shopping. My favorite,
classic Christmas poems is A
Visit from Saint Nicholas by
Clement Clarke Moore. Happy
Holidays!

9th Grade
News

by Amelia Everett
Christmas has kinda a ring
to it, with all the Hustle and
Bustle going on this time of the
year. Excitement everywhere
you look, people putting trees
up, children sitting on Santa's
lap,& shoppers running from
store to store to get what they
need. Smiling faces, Joyful
looks, and freshness all in the
air. Yes, Christmas puts smiles
on a lot of faces, but not all
faces, there are a lot of kids this
year that won't have a happy
Christmas. Just thinking of that
makes me sad. So many times
we forget those kids in all the
rush and hustle of the holidays.
Change of thought. School was
good, I have a little homework
over the Christmas break but not
much. I still haven't gotten all
my shopping done for everyone
yet, I'm hopeing to go with my
dad to get some, and my mom
for the rest. My house is in the
wrap mode today, I bet that we
have wraped over 100 presents
today! ok.... maybe not quite
that much..... more like 30.......
it's still a whole lot!!!!!!
Anyway..... have a MERRY
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11th Grade
News

by Josh Tucker
Hello everybody. Today was
a pretty exciting day at BHSE.
The day started out like any
other. We got to school just in
time for class. I stayed in study
hall for the first period this day.
That was really fun because I got
to hang out with friends all period long. After that we went
through the second class. We
had a test but that was about all
we did.
Then lunch came, where the
excitement happens. Something
happened that made me laugh as
hard as I've ever laughed. You
know the kind of laugh that
makes your gut hurt. I was hanging out with David (one of my
best friends). He was trying to
open a bag of chips he'd gotten
but he only had one hand to
work with because the other was
full. Now I don't know what he
was thinking...about how he was
opening the bag...but he
squeezed it and BOOM!!!! The
bag exploded and a flurry of
potato chips flew all over the
floor. I will never forget the look
on his face at the sound of the
bag exploding, and the quiet
flutter of chips hitting the
floor...in a thousand places. I
playfully called to him, "David
what are you thinkin?!?!" I then
threw away my lunch trash and
helped him pick up the billions
of chip pieces that had been
strewn like shrapnel from a
grenade ... just call it the potato
grenade! That was the highlight
of my day.
That was the most I got to
hang out with friends. At the end
of the day, I had to clean up the
auditorium (because it was my
turn for service, not because of
the potato grenade incident).
Afterward I had student government and then I had to leave. It
was a fun day altogether though.
More next week! Happy
Holidays!!!
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collected.
Because amounts
over $10 are tax deductible,
many customers gave larger
donations..
“This is a great fundraiser,” said Cindy Smith, co-president for the band. “It doesn’t
involve selling anything that
people don’t want, it’s pure
profit, and the kids have fun
doing it.”
“We’ve gotten a lot of compliments from customers who
are impressed that our band students are willing to get out and
work,” she added.
Teaming up with Boy
Scout Troop 87 at their
Christmas tree sales lot near
Hillwood High School, customers are given a flyer
explaining the service, and a
reminder that receipts will be
given for tax purposes.
“We’re full service,” said
Smith, whose son, Alex is in
both organizations.
“The
Scouts sell the trees, and the
band will pick them up afterward.”
All trees must be free of
lights, ornaments, icicles, all
tinsel and garland. No flocked
trees can be accepted.
Recycling Christmas trees
into mulch, rather than dumping them in the trash, in an alley
or other seemingly deserted
area, keeps them out of landfills
and helps save Metro the cost of
disposal fees. Between 12,00015,000 Christmas trees are
recycled each year at Metro
sites.
To schedule a pick-up date,
call Cindy Smith at 352-2070.

Scouts
Christmas
Tree
Pickup
Boy Scout Troop 243
will be collecting used
Christmas trees for recycling
after the holidays. Curbside
collection will occur on the
following dates: Tuesday
January 1, 2008, Saturday
January 5, 2008, Sunday
January 6, 2008
Call 646-8310 to make
your reservation.
Please
leave your name, number,
address, and the date you
would like to have your tree
collected. We will do the
rest. Tree collections will be
made
for
donations.
Suggested minimum donation amount - $10.00. Inhome collections slightly
higher.
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Younger siblings join brothers & sisters
Overbrook plans to welcome more siblings
to the school next year.
This week the siblings of current students
were on campus to learn more about entering
into the prekindergarten program for the 200809 school year. Overbrook Admissions Director
Ellen Fernandez said that when those younger
siblings join the school next fall there will be
more than 115 siblings in the building.
“I knew the sibling count was over 100, but
I was surprised it went up to 115 this year,” she
said. That number should rise to 125 at the
beginning of the 2008-09 school year.
There are a total of 218 families at
Overbrook School in grades pre-k through eight
and 333 students overall.

Overbrook 2008-09 prekindergarten students whose
older siblings are already at Overbrook, from left, Brian
Schneider, Hallie Marie Williams, Logan Watts, Charlotte
Sigmund, and Henry Krumm.

Overbrook 2008-09 prekindergarten students whose Overbrook 2008-09 prekindergarten students whose
older siblings are already at Overbrook, from left, Helen older siblings are already at Overbrook, from left,
Alexander, Jack Spellman, Megan Grace Hall, Carson Luciana Nunez, Preston Pace, Trey Gray, George Laster,
and Claire Davis.
Mire, Delaney Kolstad, and Parker Knight.

Feel God’s Love at

Bellevue Baptist Church

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
8:30 Early Worship
5:00 Weekly Meal
9:45 Sunday School & Bible Study
6:15 Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
11:00 Morning Worship
Preschool/Children & Youth Activities
6:00 Evening Worship

646-2711

Preschool child care provided for all services

7400 Hwy. 70 South (near Red Caboose Park)

Westview Worship Pages

Charlotte Heights
church of Christ
5807 Charlotte Ave.
356-4367

Sunday
Interpreter for the deaf

Morning Worship 9 a.m.
Bible Class (all ages) 10:15 a.m.
Evening Worship 5 p.m.

AgapeFellowshipChurch.com

Tuesday
Ladies Bible Class 10 a.m.

Wednesday
Evening Bible Class 7 p.m.
Minister - Jim Morgan
Minister - Darrell Blankenship
Youth Minister - Marc Jones

Old Charlotte
Road
Church of Christ

Charlotte
Road
Baptist Church
crbcnashville.org
Bible Study 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 10:50 a.m.
Pastor, Greg Brewer
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening 6:45 P.M. Church Phone: 356-5810

7401 Highway 70S.
Nashville, TN 37221
646-9828

HARPETH HEIGHTS
BAPTIST CHURCH
Wednesday 6:00 pm
Prayer Service & Bible Study

Sunday

Sunday

8663 Old Charlotte Road
Pegram, TN
Clifford Dobbs, Minister
662-8334

Worship - 9 a.m.
Bible Study - 10:15 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6 p.m.

9:15 am - Bible Study
10:30 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Sunday

Wednesday
Bible Study - 7 p.m.

We Welcome You To:

•Fellowship •Bible Study •Friendship •and Love
7511 Charlotte Road
(located just west of
Sawyer Brown Rd.)

Bellevue
Church of
Christ

Sunday School 9:00am
Morning Worship 10:00am
Evening Worship 6:30pm

Activities for all ages/Choir for all ages
Preschool child care provided for all

615-646-5050 • 8063 Highway 100
Nashville, TN 37221
www.harpethheights.org

Wednesday
Evening Bible Study
7:00pm

CHURCH OF CHRIST
7565 CHARLOTTE PIKE
NASHVILLE, TN 37209
352-4362

“Transforming lives to be more
like Jesus”
SUNDAY
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Bible Study
10:30 a.m.
Care Groups : Call for times & locations

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study
6:15 p.m.
Associate Minister - Daryl Demonbreun
Pulpit Minister - Scott McDowell
Please visit our webite:

www.westernhillscc.org
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Cabin Fever 2008 Features
Marvelous Talent for Band of Blue
The Harpeth High School
Band of Blue’s annual fundraiser, Cabin Fever, will be held
Saturday, January 19, 2008
beginning with a buffet dinner
provided by PaSgetti’s at
5:30PM followed by an
evening of music and entertainment beginning at 7:00PM.
This year there will be items
and services donated by community supporters for both a
Silent Auction and a Not So
Silent (live) Auction.
The cost to operate the
Harpeth High School band program exceeds $75,000; the
Cheatham County School
Board allots only $10,000
annually to this program. The
Harpeth High School band program is not limited to the award
winning marching band; this
public school program provides music education in the
forms of a jazz band, indoor
drumline, concert band and pep
band. Tickets are $25 per person and are available from students, parents Heritage Bank
and Community Bank & Trust.
Please support the Harpeth
Band by attending this wonderful event. Be sure to bring your
checkbook for shopping the
Silent Auction- you won’t be
disappointed!
Marcia Campbell, also
known as America’s Truckin’
Sweetheart from XM171 Open
Road. Marcia’s broadcasting
career goes back to the early
90’s.
She created “The
Muleskinner Bluegrass Show”
a unique weekly radio show,

which featured artists that set
the bar for Bluegrass music:
Bill Monroe, Lester Flatt and
Earl Scruggs, The Stanley
Brothers, Jim and Jesse
McReynolds and the Osborne
Brothers as well as Ricky
Skaggs, Alison Krauss, The Del
McCoury Band and Rhonda
Vincent. Marcia has been clogging and dancing since she was
six years old and recently celebrated twenty three years of
‘kickin’ up her heels” as a regular dancer on the Grand Ole
Opry. You never know who
Marcia will coax out on stage to
dance with her. Marty Stuart,
Daryl Worley, Buck White,
Steve Wariner, Vince Gill, Patty
Loveless and Rebecca Lynn
Howard have all joined in the
fun and danced a
jig with her. While
Marcia is a talented
musician,
songwriter, dancer
and entertainer,
she is best known
for bringing fun
and laughter to all

who are in her presence,
whether you are in the audience
watching her dance or if you are
listening to her on the radio.
Green on the Vyne: Ty
Jackson, Emily Dean, Sydni
Perry, Casey Campbell, Tyler
Sellers and Lindsey Batts make
up Green on the Vyne. These
six very talented young individuals have only been playing
together since July of 2007, but
they sound like have been
together for years. Their tight,
well-blended
harmonies
instantly make you think they
all have the same blood running
through their veins and their
incredible musicianship makes
it evident that they are working
hard to master their individual
instruments. Under the tutelage
of accomplished fiddler, Deanie
Richardson, Green on the Vyne
is a group of talented, passionate, soulful, but yet innocent
kids who play and sing like they
have already lived a lifetime.
These are great performers
too….with big hearts and naive
wholesome thoughts, and we
promise you that they’ll steal
your hearts and your ears in the
first five minutes!

Judy’s Pet Sitting
TLC for your pets while you are away – cats/dogs – feeding, cleaning
litter boxes, walking, playing, watering plants, and more.

Call Judy at 804-0324.

More next week!

Call for Entries - Get Fresh with North
Carolina Sweet Potatoes Recipe Contest
$5,000 in prize money up
for grabs for the best soup,

salad, side or sweet recipes
The
North
Carolina
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SweetPotato Commission is
sponsoring its first-ever national consumer recipe contest. A
total of $5,000 in prize money
will be awarded - one $500
prize for the winner in each of
the four categories (soup, salad,
side, sweet) and a grand prize
of $3,000 to the winner chosen
from the four category winners.
A specially designated Web site
is up and running and waiting
for home cooks to submit their
favorite sweet potato creations http://www.getfreshwithsweet
potatoes.com/.
North Carolina Sweet
Potato Commission (www.nc
sweetpotatoes.com/) with promotional support from Taste of
the South magazine is asking
for recipe submissions which
will be accepted now through
April 15, 2008. Final judging
will take place in test kitchens
of Taste of the South magazine.
Winners will be announced
May 2008.
Enter online at http://www.
getfreshwithsweetpotatoes.com
/ or mail entry(ies) to Get Fresh
with North Carolina Sweet
Potatoes Recipe Contest, P.O.
Box 575, Selma, N.C. 27576.
Complete rules are posted on
the Web site, or contestants
may send an SASE to above
address with a request for a
copy of the rules.
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Get Healthy
by Ronda Biffert
ACE Personal Trainer
Nutrition Advisor
615.506.6433
ronda.biffert@comcast.net

Inside
and
Out

Since it is the New Year we
all are being overloaded with
ads and commercials trying to
help us loose weight. In the
number of years that I have
been a personal trainer I have
never seen a pill that works
overnight or a mystery potion
that will melt your fat away. It
always comes down to consistently eating well, working out,
and being disciplined. Today I
want to go a step beyond that.
Yes, it is true that many
people need to loose weight,
but you still can be thin and
unhealthy. In surveys numerous
people feel tired and have lower
energy than ever before. We
Americans have a problem. Not
only are we overweight, we are

full of toxins that affect our
mental and physical performance everyday. We fill ourselves up with caffeine every
morning, eat fast food for lunch
along with gulping down huge
ounces of soda’s (diet also
which is bad for you) and then
end our evening with high fat,
high sugar carbohydrates and
alcohol. We breathe in toxins
from the air, eat pesticides on
our foods, and many people
smoke. Is it really a surprise
that we feel run down with not
enough energy to exercise?
Look, everywhere ads are
telling you to loose weight for
2008. I want to encourage you
to try the approach of cleaning
up your diet so that your system

can adjust to loosing weight
and naturally cleanse itself by
eliminating toxins. By eating
more fruits and vegetables and
reducing sugars and processed
foods your body will be able to
work more efficiently which
will result in weight loss but
also in more energy. So let 2008
be your year of detox! And stay
tuned next week and I’ll tell
you how - from the inside out!

Snuggler Needs Home
This time our sweet baby
in need is Ellie, a purebred Rat
Terrier whom we rescued from
a kill shelter in Carter County
before she was to be put down.
She is a survivor in terrific
shape and now needs a loving
home for the New Year.

Ellie is a snuggle bug who
loves to play as much as be

held. She's only about 25 lbs. at
18-24 months and won't get
any bigger. She's fully vetted
(spayed, shots, etc.) and is a
perfect inside dog with impeccable behavior. Please give
deserving Ellie a home and
family to love by 2008!
Call
Proverbs
12:10
Animal Rescue at 615-4468373, or visit us at the
Bellevue Petco (Hwy 70S)
every Saturday or online at
www.proverbs1210.pet
finder. com .

SGA Goal Setting for
Creative People Workshop
Creative people such as
songwriters, performers, writers and visual artists can start
their year off defining and
achieving their creative goals
by taking a new workshop in
Nashville this January through
the
Songwrit-ers
Guild
Foundation, the educational
arm of the Songwriters Guild of
America.
Goal Setting & Achievement for the Creative Person
will be taught by long-time creativity coach and psychotherapist Batya D. Wininger, LCSW,
MA. The workshop will occur
from 6-8 p.m. on Jan. 10, 17
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and 24 (consecutive Thursdays)
in the SGA office, Suite 321,
Cummins Station, 209 10th
Ave. S.
Seating for the three-week
workshop is limited. Please call
Kimberly Maiers Shaw in the
SGA Nashville office to reserve
your seat at (615) 742-9945 or
email
nash@songwriters
guild.com.
Tuition for all three sessions is only $70 for SGA
Platinum/Diamond members;
$75 for SGA Gold Members;
and $80 for non-members.
Tuition increases by $20 after
Friday, Jan. 4.
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Linda Scolaro, Author of Lauren,
Reads to Dickson Elementary Students
By Tracy Lucas
Author Linda Scolaro and
her granddaughter Hailey
Adkins visited Dickson
Elementary School last week
in a special event put together
by the staff to help bring the
arts to life for their young students.
Scolaro, who lives in
Bellevue, is a featured writer
regularly published in the
Westview Newspaper and
Good Health for Kids!/¡Buena
Salud! para Niños magazine,
and is fast approaching the
March release of her first children’s novel, For the Love of
Lauren.The character has
appeared in both places for the
past year, under the column
moniker “For the Love of
Lauren” in the Westview, and
as the cartoon character in
Good Health’s “Lauren
Says...”, long touted as the
magazine’s most popular
character thus far.
The students and staff of
Dickson Elementary welcomed the author in two
school-wide assemblies, during which she read excerpts
from her book, answered
questions from students, and
talked a little about her writing process in general.
For the Love of Lauren is
the first book in a planned
series of five, with each
chronicling one year of
Lauren’s life until the age of
12. Presented in diary form,
Lauren’s first year of journeys
takes her through situations
with a mysterious little girl
that might be a ghost, her first
crush, the death of a grandparent, and conflicts with her
bratty little brother.

The book was conceived
and written by Scolaro based
on inspirations from her
granddaughter Hailey as well
as someone a little less, well,
tangible.
“When I was a little girl,
about your age, I had an imaginary friend named Marjory,”
she recalled to her audience.
“And one day, I told her that I
was going to grow up to be a
famous writer and write stories about a little girl named
Lauren McKenna. I don’t
know how the idea came to
be, because I didn’t know any
writers; but somehow I never
forgot those words.”
She continued, “I almost
forgot about the dream, but
one day I took it out and dusted it off. I decided to start.
Like any great idea, what you
have to do is to take that first
important step. You just have
to start. Life is always offering you choices; it’s your job
to decide for yourself what
choices you want to take.”
“I’m here to tell you; you
can follow your dreams.
When you find something that

Wanda Humes, author Linda Scolaro, Hailey
Adkins, and Angie Donegan pose for the camera.

gives you happiness or joy,
you’ve got to hang on to that
and listen to what your heart is
telling you. You can be anything you want to be,” she told
them.
But the advice seemingly
dearest to Scolaro’s heart
proved simple and honest, and
met with a quiet moment even
in the presence of the two hundred elementary students in
the room at the time.
“That little voice in your
heart? You’ve got to listen to
it,” Scolaro told the children
earnestly. “Because you know
what? That voice is louder
right now than it ever will be
again in your life.”
The event was masterminded by library staff in pursuit of providing Dickson
children with more exposure
to the arts.
“We
are
an
Arts
Integration school now, with
Value Plus,” Librarian Angie
Donegan told the Gazette.
“And we need some help getting artists to come into the
school. I can’t express how

much we appreciate Linda
being willing to take the time
to come in and share with our
students. This really meant a
lot to them.”
Wanda Humes, who also
works in the DES library, said,
“The children just loved this
whole thing so much. We really appreciate her coming,
because authors are so hard to
get, and it’s something that
gets the children so excited.
The kids are still talking about
it.”
“Anytime you can do
something big like this that
you know the children will
really remember, it’s great to
be able to do it,” she said.
Scolaro said of school
artist events in general, “Well,
I think it really inspires them
to listen to those thoughts that
they’re having at that age.
Because it’s really important
that they remember them, and

think. And several of the children said that they wanted to
be writers when they grew
up.”
Scolaro’s experience was
more than rewarding, she said,
and she hopes to visit more
area elementary schools in the
coming year
And
granddaughter
Hailey’s thoughts on the day?
“This reminds me of how
much fun elementary school
was. I think I miss it,” she
laughed.
The 12-year-old was
given an excused absence
from her own school to attend
the event, and quoted the
office staff as reasoning,
“Well, you’re going to be in a
school!”
For further information on
For the Love of Lauren, or to
schedule an event at your own
local school, Linda may be
reached at 646-6131.

Popular Secret Show Series revives
in Renaissance Center’s gallery
In something like a class
reunion, artists from the former
Secret Show Series in Nashville
will once again put their works
on display in an exhibit in the
Visual Arts Gallery of The
Renaissance Center in Dickson.
The Secret Show Series
exhibit will be Jan. 25-March 1.
An opening reception will be 67:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 25.
“The goal of the Secret
Show Series is to provide an
opportunity for artists to present expressive works without

the politics and pressures of
commodification,” according to
a statement on the series’ Web
site, www.secretshowseries.
com. “These shows offer a
forum for the artists to share
ideas, concepts and themes with
which they are currently working, allowing the public a
chance to interact and respond
to the development of ideas.”
Continuing the ongoing
tradition of the group exhibition
is a rapidly growing trend in the
contemporary arts, according to

Armon Means, curator for The
Renaissance Center.
“In recent years groups of
artists have banded together
within Middle Tennessee communities to increase exposure
and exhibition opportunities.
The benefits to such a likeminded gathering are many, but
there are also downfalls,”
Means said. “A group could be
too diverse in its showing selections, leaving the viewer to feel
lost in a sea of disparate ideas.

(Continued on page 13)

Chaffin’s presents The Best New
Year’s Eve Package in Nashville
Chaffin’s is a unique, fun
and economical way to ring in
the New Year! Chaffin’s Barn
has absolutely the BEST New
Year’s Eve party in Nashville.
A great night of fun, food, partying, and dancing for one great
price!
Our New Year’s package
includes: Our delicious AllYou-Can-Eat buffet, your
Choice of two hilarious comedies: on our MainStage Sorry
Wrong Chimney!- one of the
most popular holiday shows in
Chaffin’s 40 year history this
lighthearted Christmas tale is

full of mistaken identities, zany
foul-ups and a pinch of slapstick
or join us in our
“BackStage at the Barn” theatre
for The Game Show Show - a
hilarious evening where audience members join a wacky
bunch of “celebrities” to play
some of our favorite TV Game
Shows all with a holiday theme.
The package also includes a
Hors d’oeuvre buffet, Party
Favors, A bottle of Champagne,
Souvenir Champagne Glasses,
Dancing to a live Band and a
Country ham breakfast served
after midnight! All this for only

$200.00 per couple!
Buffet from 6-7:30, show
at 8pm, dancing to a live band
after show (approx 10pm) and
an all you can eat country
breakfast buffet served after
the ringing in of the New Year
Reservations are required!
Call 615-646-9977 now to
secure your “year round ticket
to Broadway” at Nashville’s
unique dining and entertainment experience celebrating
over 40 years! Outside
Tennessee? Call 1-800-2822276.

Renaissance Center....
(Cont. from Dickson page)
Individual concerns can often
begin to outweigh the better
interests of the group if careful
consideration isn’t given to the
needs of both the parts and the
whole.”
The Secret Show artists
began as a selection of students
and slowly grew to include a
slew of instructors and independent artists, eventually
forming a devoted, but everevolving series of exhibitions.
While headed by a core of few,
the body continued to grow and

change from one show to the
next.
The audience always was
treated to diverse yet unified
exhibits created under a central
theme and shown for a short
period of time (often one
night). Once moving nomadically from location to location,
the series would eventually find
a home in the old industrial area
south of downtown Nashville
on Chestnut Street.
With the assistance of cofounder and Fairview native

Amanda Dillingham, The
Renaissance Center is proud to
present the artists of the Secret
Show Series.
For more information on
the Secret Show Series at The
Renaissance Center, contact
Means at (615) 740-5545 or
armon.means@rcenter.org, or
visit www.rcenter.org. The galleries of The Renaissance
Center are open 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Monday-Saturday and admission to exhibits and receptions
is free.

Winner of Red Cross Titans Tickets
M.D. Miller, Jr., of Nashville,
won a pair of tickets to see the
Tennessee Titans take on the
New York Jets at LP Field this
Sunday. Miller is a regular
blood donor who recently

reached the 17 gallon mark. He
accepts the tickets from
American
Red
Cross
Communications Coordinator
Joette Phillips.
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Puttin’ on
the Ritz—
with a
new city
hall, fire
hall
It’s a pretty awesome time
for the town of White Bluff.
The year 2008 holds in
store both a new fire hall and a
new city hall, the latter to
include city and county offices
under one roof, and the former
an ambulance bay for the making of emergency medical
calls.
Ground breaking on the
fire hall was to have taken
place last Friday, but due to an
early press deadline last week
we are not able to bring you
coverage of that event in this
week’s paper. Look for full
coverage in next week’s issue.
And then the week after
that—look for full coverage of
the new city hall grand opening, which has been re-scheduled for Sunday, January 6,
starting at 2 p.m. The grand
opening had initially been
planned for December, but had
to be postponed due to delays
getting the parking lot paved.
But if you’ve driven by
the building lately you know
the lot’s now paved—and city
spokesperson Dixie Kerr says
the grand opening ceremony
and open house have been definitely pegged, once and for
all, for the afternoon of the
sixth.
“We’re going to have the
building open and try to be
completely moved in by then.
There will be coffee, cake, and
punch. We’re going to have
the Middle School band and
possibly the (Creek Wood)
choir will be there,” Kerr said.
The event will include an
address by Mayor Linda

(Continued on page 15)

A look back at the year that was
2007—and also a look ahead
By Richard Edmondson
The year 2007 has been an
exceptional one for the city of
White Bluff. Voters here elected the town’s first woman
mayor. A new city hall was
built. And a group of kids got
their own skateboard ramp.
And that’s just for starters.
The city also accepted bids
and broke ground on a new fire
hall, tackled a number of controversial issues, including
liquor by the drink, and held its
third annual Main Street Fall
Festival.
On April 28 White Bluff
voters went to the polls and
selected Linda Hayes to
become the city’s first woman
mayor. During the campaign
one of the things Hayes talked
about was revamping city council meetings, saying that if
elected she would do away with
the “public grievances” portion
of those meetings, putting in its
place a rule under which those
desiring to speak would be
required to phone ahead and
request to be put on the agenda.
I didn’t at the time think it
was a smart strategy—she was,
after all, campaigning essentially on a platform of curtailing
the public’s right to speak out at
their own city hall—but Hayes
pulled it off, being sworn in on
May 3, and presiding over her
first council meeting as mayor
that night.
The new rule has been
accepted, and in fact has gone
over pretty well. Moreover, by
any way you measure it, Hayes’
performance as mayor has been
impressive. She has overseen
the implementation of a new
software system, bringing
about more efficient city record
keeping, as well as the construction of the new city hall
building—all in just eight
months. And that’s not to mention the new skateboard ramp!

I took the pictures that
accompany this article on the
evening of June 23—the same
day the ramp was installed at
the community center. It was a
Saturday, around dusk, and I
remember it quite well.
I had been on my way that
night to a program at the community center and was rather
surprised, when, upon getting
out of my car, I saw the ramp
sitting there in the late afternoon sun, a dozen or more kids
scrabbling all over it, for I
remembered discussions on
skateboarding—and the dangers of youngsters maneuvering
boards in and out of traffic on
Highway 70—coming up at
several previous council meetings. It had also been a hot issue
in the mayoral campaign.
The desirability of the town
doing something for these kids,
and of having some sort of
skateboard facility for them to

play on, had been raised frequently. But the matter had
always been discussed as if it
would require a great long time
to achieve, maybe a year or
more, if at all. So as you may
imagine, my first thought upon
getting out of my car that night
was something along the lines
of, “Hmmm. Mayor Hayes
must have waved a magic wand
and made a skateboard ramp
appear.” It was, literally, that
sudden and surprising to this
experienced city hall observer.
Hayes says the ramp is
actually a considerably scaleddown version of what was initially imagined—a full-fledged
skateboard park—and she further insists (modestly) that she
can’t take credit even for that.
“Two or three years ago
what was talked about was for
it to be an actual park, with several ramps, several pieces of
equipment, pavement—some-

thing that would have been as
major as the Field of Dreams. It
was a big project. But it just
was too overwhelming and it
kind of fell by the wayside, but
yet it never got out of everybody’s mind, because we knew
the kids needed a place to go
and skate,” Hayes says now.
“What actually happened is
right after I took office we were
fortunate enough that some
people gave some money and
donated a lot of time, and really
all they asked for was permission to put it somewhere. While
I’d like to take credit for all
that, I can’t really—it just happened,” she added.
Yet it happened on her
watch. And more has happened
as well. The city now has its
own web site—something that
had been needed for a long
time—and Hayes additionally
has been in negotiations with
County Mayor Robert Stone
over possibly locating a branch
county library in White Bluff.
As Hayes put it during her
campaign, it’s time for White
Bluff to finally come of age, or
as she phrased it, to “grow up,
stage ourselves, and show ourselves.” With a mayor like
Linda Hayes, a town can certainly go places. Look for
White Bluff to do just that in
2008.
Voters also made some
other choices in the 2007 election—re-electing Councilman
Dale Whitfield to a second
term, and adding a new face to
the council as well—Jeff
Martin, owner of the Elements
antique and gift store.
Both Whitfield and Martin
have served the city ably, yet
the two have on more than one
occasion found themselves on
opposite sides of issues which
have come before the council,
perhaps most notably on the

(Continued on page 15)

A look back at White Bluff’s 2007
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(Continued from White Bluff page)
question of whether it should be
legal for local businesses to
serve alcoholic beverages for
consumption on site.
The issue arose in July
when the owner of a Kingston
Springs pub wanted to move
her business to White Bluff—
but could not legally do so due
to a city prohibition on the serving of beer at local eateries.
Council held a lengthy discussion on the matter, and at the
panel’s August meeting Martin
introduced a measure to loosen
the alcohol restrictions, arguing
that a number of nearby communities, including Burns,
Dickson, Kingston Springs, and
Ashland City, have some version of on-site alcohol consumption, and that White Bluff
was losing revenue by not following suit.
“While many citizens that I
have spoken with would enjoy
being able to have a glass of
wine or beer with a meal, others
who have a moral or religious
aversion to such an activity
simply need not participate,”
Martin said.
But Whitfield opposed the
measure, arguing that the issue
was of such magnitude that it
should not be decided by the
council alone, but should be put
to the voters in the form of a
referendum.
“I want separation of
church and state, but I still think
there ought to be a referendum
and let the people decide. I cannot sit up here on this board and
decide, even though I know my
convictions on this,” Whitfield

said.
The measure died by a vote
of 3-2, but the issue did not go
away. It was back before the
council again in September, this
time in the form of a proposal
that the called-for referendum
should also address the question of liquor by the drink—and
that’s what the voters will most
likely be facing in 2008: a comprehensive ballot referendum
deciding, once and for all, not
only the legality of beer sales,
but also wine and mixed drinks,
and packaged liquor.
On the arts scene, the year
had some ups and downs. The
Main Street Fall Festival seems
to get bigger and better every
year. This year’s event—the
third annual—was held October
13 and served as a showcase for
a dazzling array of local talent.
Booths galore and a smorgasbord of zesty food also combined to make this year’s festival an experience to remember.
Congratulations are in
order to local artist Anne
Maddox, who took first place in
a chalk-on-pavement art contest
at this year’s Art on the Square
festival in Waverly, and also to
quilter Bernice Stokes, who has
told the city’s history in a series
of panels on a new quilt—a
stunning creation which will
hang in the new city hall building.
And something new on the
arts scene this year deserves
especial mention. In late
April/early May a movie entitled “A Father’s Choice” was
filmed almost entirely on loca-

tion in Dickson County, including two days of filming in
White Bluff. Produced by
William Fain Productions, the
movie depicts a couple’s bitter
dispute over custody of their
child, and if you’ve not yet
checked out the film clips of the
movie that are available on
MySpace, I suggest you do so
by
going
to
http://www.myspace.com/afatherschoice.
Take note especially of the
incredible, almost mesmerizing, level of artistry and production skill that are evidenced
in some of these clips, and you
will appreciate what an effort
has gone into this project.
Release of the film is expected
sometime in 2008.
On the down side for the
arts, Amadeus Entertainment
folded up its White Bluff tent
and moved its live theatre operation back to Dickson, while
Kenneth and Brenda Atkins
announced their retirement as
impresarios of the long-running
K & B Jamboree at the community center. But despite these
setbacks, the arts are still alive
and well in White Bluff, and the
prognosis is for even better
things to come in 2008.
What a difference a fire
department makes! In January
of 1946—prior to the creation
of the White Bluff Fire
Department—a spark from a
welding torch ignited a fire that
got out of control and burned
about three quarters of the town
to the ground.
On November 9, 2007, an
eerily similar incident involving a welding torch, on almost
exactly the same spot as the
1946 fire, touched off a blaze at
Randy’s Muffler Shop—but
this time the city was better prepared.
Two fire engines and 12
firefighters responded to the
call and managed to contain the
inferno to one building. A
hearty round of thanks is in
order to Chief Bernice Potts
and his crew for averting what
surely would have become a

White Bluff
Firehall
(Cont. from White Bluff page)

Hayes and remarks by County
Mayor Robert Stone. The public will have an opportunity to
wander at will and admire not
only the building itself, but new
art on the wall contributed by
local artists, including a quilt
made by local quilt maker
Bernice Stokes depicting the
history of the town.
In addition to city administrative offices and the police
department, the new facility
will also house county offices
wherein members of the public
will be able to conduct a limited amount of county business
including paying property taxes
and purchasing vehicle tags.
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much more serious incident had
they not been there.
And so it was—the year
2007—a time of longing, a time
of regret, a time of courage, a
time of friendship. As the
Grateful Dead once put it:
Ain’t no time to hate
Barely time to wait
Whoa! Hoh! what I want to
know—is—
Where does the time go?
Happy New Year, everyone!
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FREE MOVIE TICKETS
Play the “Where’s Wally” contest and win 2
movie passes to Bellevue’sRegal 12 Cinema.
“Wally” is hidden somewhere in an ad in the
paper (or maybe not). When you find him, send
his position to the Westview office on the
attached coupon. If you feel certain he is not in,
send in the coupon saying “no Wally.” A drawing
is held each Monday morning at 11:00 a.m. If you
win, come by the Westview office and pick up
your passes. You can fax or mail your entry to:
WALLY THE ROOSTER
P.O. Box 210183
Nashville, TN 37221
or fax to 662-0946

This week’s winner:
Carolyn Bertram
Last week’s Wally
White Bluff
Christmas Trees
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Zip:
Phone:
Wally’s location
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Fairview in 2007: a year of fritter & waste
By Richard Edmondson
Ticking away the moments that
make up a dull day,
Fritter and waste the hours in
an offhand way;
Kicking around on a piece of
ground in your home town,
Waiting for someone or something to show you the way.
Pink Floyd—from Dark Side of
the Moon
It would be nice to say that
2007 was the year city commissioners finally put a conservation easement in place to protect Bowie Park, but of
course—it didn’t turn out that
way.
After seven long years of
delaying matters, the best commissioners could do by year’s
end was agree to delay some
more. In a way it’s getting comical.
Comical, but yet not so.
The closing out of 2007 bodes
especially ill for the park.
Builders and developers have
had three years of pent-up frustrations with inability to get
sewer taps, bringing construction and commercial development in many cases to a grinding halt.
But that’s about to change.
The
Fairview-to-Dickson
County sewer line is now complete, and while the system is
still in a testing phase, that testing could be wound up before
the clock strikes midnight
Monday night. In fact, by the
time you read this, the sewer
line could be officially open—
and running—and the potential
sewer tap “gold rush” (as one
commissioner prognosticated it
might well become) may
already be on.
Bottom line: it’s a bad time
for the park to be unprotected.
So was that the plan all
along? Only the commissioners
can answer that for sure.
The irony in all this is that
the new year was ushered in 12
months ago with such an aura
of hope. The commissioners, at
the behest of Darrell Mangrum,
had formed a Conservation
Easement Committee to study

the feasibility of drawing up an
easement to protect the park,
and the committee had actually
held its first meetings.
“The initial goal is to have
the ad hoc committee complete
its mission of drafting a conservation easement within four
meetings,” state the minutes of
the inaugural session—held
November 14, 2006.
For the very conservationminded committee members,
the first hint that their work
might require perhaps a tad
more than four meetings came
February 15. The minutes for
that meeting read: “It was
shared that one Fairview BOC
(Board of Commissioners)
member wishes to use approximately 60 acres of the nature
park for development, specifically the land east of the power
lines. What type of development is unknown.”
The minutes don’t make
note of it, but the committee
member to come out with this
bold
disclosure
was
Commissioner Wayne Hall.
Hall never did specify
which of his colleagues on the
BOC wanted to develop the 60
acres in question. Maybe it
wasn’t important. But something else to keep in mind
here—while the precise nature
of the development envisioned
was never clarified by Hall,
who perhaps didn’t know, the
general context of the conversa-

tion that evening had been in
terms of building things like
ball diamonds and athletic
fields—not shopping centers or
malls. The notion of commercial businesses being allowed to
build on park land did not come
up until a later meeting—on
March 29.
But the question foremost
in everyone’s minds by this
time was how would the full
BOC vote. If the Conservation
Committee sent the board a recommendation that Bowie be
retained as a nature park, with
an easement protecting it as
such for perpetuity, would such
a proposal win the necessary
three votes for approval from
the full BOC?
Besides Hall, one other
BOC member, Stuart Johnson,
had also been appointed to the
ad hoc committee. (The committee consisted of seven voting
members—two BOC members
and five ordinary citizens.)
From the panel’s initial meetings in November of ’06 up
through February 15, ’07, neither Johnson nor Hall gave indication they were anything other
than wholly with the program—
the program of protecting the
park, that is.
“I’m so proud that this
place is so well kept now, and
the vision I have for it is to keep
it like it’s been kept,” Hall said
at a November 21, 2006 meeting—a session in which mem-

bers of the committee had been
requested to describe their
“vision” of the park’s future.
What Hall seemed to be
saying, and which seemed to be
echoed in various statements by
Johnson, was, in effect, “We’re
with ya, bro’s! It’s them other
three commissioners ya gotta
worry about!”

Rejection of the formal recommendation would mean the
committee’s work would essentially have been in vain, and no
one wanted that. As it turned
out Hall had a great plan for
resolving the dilemma of uncertainty.
Put forward at the February
(Continued on page 17)

Eight-year-old Shelby Dunn had a visit with
Santa at the Rec Center's Crafts Show earlier
this month.

New poems for a new year—from the FPL Writing Group
The FPL Writing Group met last week
to discuss writing ventures, share new
poems, and generally dissect the current
state of the world.
The group, which meets twice monthly at the Fairview Public Library, is comprised of poets, fiction writers, and journalists who live in the Fairview area.
The following poems run the gamut
from Bowie Park, to the excitement of
Christmas, to a game of Scrabble—to a
babe in a manger. We hope you enjoy.
Bowie Nature Park
All season playground,
Fishing your banks,
Hiking your paths,
Making new friends,

Sledding your hills,
Walking my dog,
Studying your wildlife,
Painting your picture,
Taking your photo,
The list goes on.
Community education and celebration.
I’ve been lost and found.
Awaiting many more adventures.
I don’t have all the facts.
Like a vulture circling its prey,
waiting for the world to turn away,
to peck you to death.
How can I help?
What can I do?
To keep you intact.

18 Points for the Word “Goodbye”
WE SIT AT THE TABLE FOR AN
EXCHANGE OF KIND WORDS.
THEY COME EASY AT FIRST. WE
OPEN OUR MINDS AND CHOSE
THEM CAREFULLY. WE REPLENISH
FOR NEW WORDS AS
SILENCES GROW LONGER BETWEEN
EACH SEEMINGLY SIMPLE
WORD. I SIT ANTICIPATING YOUR
SHARED WORDS. YOU DO
MAKE GOOD WORDS, THOUGH I
QUESTION THEIR MEANINGS AT
TIMES. A PUZZLE IN A SENSE. THE
WORDS GET HARDER AS
WE SCRABBLE WITH OTHER ITEMS
ON THE TABLE. WITH EVERY

By Kim Hewison

(Continued on page 17)

Fairview in review...
(Cont. from Fairview page)
15 meeting, his suggestion was
that the ad hoc committee members should meet with the other
three board members—Ken
Brison, Eddie Arney, and
Darrell Mangrum—and sound
them out on just exactly what it
would take to win their votes
for the conservation easement.
In other words, what “compromises” would have to be made
to secure the easement and protect the park.
The meeting minutes tell
the story: “The ad hoc committee then decided to break into
teams to meet individually with
Fairview BOC members that
are not a member of the ad hoc
committee.”
A month and a half later,
after the encounter sessions had
been held, the committee met
again—on March 29. Report
backs were given. The commissioner with the most reasonable
demands seemed to be
Mangrum. All he wanted, it was
said, was seven acres of park
land for construction of a new
public library. It was something
the committee could live with,
and Mangrum’s proposal was
incorporated into the panel’s
final recommendation, along
with a concern (reportedly

expressed by Brison) that the
easement not be for perpetuity,
but subject to review in 50
years.
It seemed time to pop the
champagne corks. The committee’s work appeared near completion. Assuming Mangrum
was now on board with the conservation easement, his vote,
added to Johnson’s and Hall’s,
along with possibly Brison’s as
well, meant the committee now
had more than the 3-2 majority
it needed to get its recommendation passed. Ah—but not so
fast!
At that same meeting, on
March 29, Johnson issued forth
a rather startling suggestion.
Suppose, just supposing, he
said, a developer were to come
along with a proposal for building an outlet for a major retailer
on park land (Johnson used
Publix as an example). Might
that not be something the city
ought to consider?
“I’m not saying do that;
I’m saying that is a possibility
we need to look at,” Johnson
said.
It was the first time the suggestion of allowing commercial
development on park land had
been made publicly—and given
the fact that it was coming from

Johnson, who had been presumed a staunch supporter of
the easement and whose vote
had been counted upon, it threw
affairs into a state of disarray.
The meeting that night ended
on a note of confusion.
On May 29 the committee
met again, at which time Anne
Knauff, president of the Friends
of Bowie Park, argued forcefully for simply submitting a recommendation without further
concern for whether it would
pass muster with the BOC—
and should the commissioners
choose to reject it, she said, it
would be they who would suffer the political consequences.
“We cannot protect this
park until the Board of
Commissioners love it enough
to protect it the way we recommend. There really isn’t anything else we can do. We have
done what we were charged
with doing,” Knauff said.
But another three months
would go by before the formal
recommendation would end up
making it before the BOC. Hall,
at that May 29 meeting, argued
that the recommendation
should be withheld until City
Attorney Larry Cantrell had
investigated the terms of two
park grants the city had
received back in the 1990s—
over which certain questions
had been raised, including

FPL Writing Group...

(Cont. from Fairview page)

MOMENT OF YOUR WORDS MY ATTENTION IS ELSEWHERE. IT
WILL SOON ALL BE ON THE TABLE AS
EVERY PIECE IS
EXPOSED. A SOLUTION IS NEAR. YOU
HAVE MADE YOUR LAST
POSSIBLE ATTEMPT. I CONFIDENTLY LAY
IT ALL ON THE
TABLE AS I STAND AND MOVE TO THE
DOOR. I TURN AND
SAY, “18 POINTS FOR THE WORD ‘GOODBYE‘.”

whether or not the park might
already be protected under the
grants,
“If I’m advised by the city
attorney to wait on a vote, then
I’m going to do that,” Hall said.
On September 6, after
Cantrell had issued an opinion
that the park was largely unprotected by the grants, a formal
recommendation on an easement was submitted, finally, to
the full BOC—but instead of
voting it up or down, commissioners, at the behest of Hall,
scheduled a workshop for purpose of seeking a “compromise” on the proposal.
The workshop was scheduled—for October 6—but three
days before it was to occur, Hall
called for the meeting to be cancelled on the grounds that two
commissioners could not be
present for it.
The Friends of Bowie Park
held a gathering that night anyway—in which members of the
public spoke out and gave their
views on the situation; none
spoke in favor of allowing
development in the park.
Then at a BOC meeting on
October 15, Hall, for the first
time, questioned whether it
might not after all be illegal to
place a conservation easement
on the park in the first place—
and requested Cantrell to now
investigate this matter as well
and render an opinion.
Knauff by this time was
disparagingly referring to Hall
as “the architect of delay”. Hall,

for his own part, responded to
the criticisms by saying he was
only trying to do “due diligence.” Meanwhile, rumors
were abounding all over
town—that anywhere from 14
possibly up to as many as 60
acres of park land were to be
sliced off and sold for development of a Kroger store—or possibly an O’Charley’s—or possibly a Publix—or perhaps some
combination thereof.
Finally, at a packed meeting at city hall on November 1,
the city attorney gave his opinion on the matter: a perpetual
easement for the park would be
illegal, he said; the only type
easement that could legally be
adopted would be one the commissioners would have the
power to recall at any time.
And thus the year came to a
rather bizarre, Pink-Floyd-like
ending:
And if the cloud bursts
thunder in your ear,
You shout and no one
seems to hear;
And if the band you’re in
starts playing different tunes,
I’ll see you on the dark side
of the moon.
Perhaps in 2008, we’ll find
ourselves somewhere even
beyond the dark side of the
moon; perhaps we’ll find ourselves in an entirely new
dimension, maybe a place
where there’s an overabundance of nature parks and a dire
need to preserve Kroger stores.
Well, one can always hope.

By Kim Hewison

A Christmas Villanelle for Peacemakers
Do not cry, don’t be forlorn;
A savior lies in manger near,
For unto us a child is born.
Rachel weeps and flees the storm,
Yet wolf shall lie down with the lamb;
Do not cry, don’t be forlorn;

By Don Sullivan
The winds they speak with bitter scorn.
Despair doth live not in my heart,
For unto us a child is born;

My Christmas
A season of sensations.
Images, bombard the eyes.
Smells, tease the nose.
Tastes, bulging our waist lines.
Touch, winter’s chilly air.
Hearing, joyous Christmas melodies.
Listening, children’s excited voices.
Love, friends and family.
Sadness, separation from loved ones.
Worry, how to pay for everything.
Activities, overwhelm the calendar.
Fear, did I forget something?
Joy, unwrapping carefully chosen gifts.
Peace, a newborn baby lying in a manger.
Wishing you a Wonderful Christmas.

That star of truth hath night’s sky worn,
Brought travelers to Bethlehem;
Do not cry, don’t be forlorn.
Though hearts be brave and yet be torn,
A light has come unto the world,
For unto us a child is born,
Some say God in human form,
Who taught us love, the way to peace;
Do not cry, don’t be forlorn,
For unto us a child is born.
By Richard Edmondson

WESTVIEW CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR

RENT

JO B O P P O R T U N I T I E S
HELP WANTED
Part-time Office Assistant
Excellent Computer Skills
Office located in Belle Meade
Please fax resume to

615-352-4095

westviewonline.com

Westview NEWSpapers

Find the right
person for the job...
Post job openings in
the Westview

Call Linda
or Cynthia
Call
646-6131
www.westviewpublishing.com

www.westviewonline.com Wednesday, December 26, 2007 -- Page 17

WESTVIEW BUSINESS SERVICES

Air Conditioning & Heating
No service call charge.

SPRINGER HOME
MAINTENANCE, INC.

646-4185.

Handyman without the Middleman
CARPENTRY, LIGHT ELECTRICAL,
PLUMBING, TILE, & DECKS

Bath Remodel
FREE ES
MAT
ESTI

Eric Smith

REASON
ABLE
RATES

516-2216

PLUMBING

H OME R EPAIR

Painting-Drywall-Plumbing
Electrical - Kitchen & Bath
Installation & Repairs
Pressure washing
Handyman Repairs

John Scher
Scher er
615-957-6802

EXPERIENCED

Plumbing & Electrical

FREE ESTIMATES

HOME MAINTENANCE

$25 OFF WITH THIS AD!

THE RAIN GUTTER CLEANER
• Gutters Cleaned
• Drain Spouts Cleaned
• Try My New Air Cleaning System
• FREE ESTIMATES

H

Michael Tabb
4025 Murphy Rd. Nashville, TN 37209
Voice Mail: 365-0959 Cell: 415-8234

y Curran Plumbin
e
l
i
a
g
646-3014

master plumber #550

“Serving Bellevue for Over 18 Years”
Repair
Water and Sewer Lines
Remodeling
Water Heaters

HEAT & AIR

HOME
MAINTENANCE

Get

$10.00 OFF
with mention of
this ad!

The Miles Company
Remodeling & Repairs

646-3303
If it’s got wrinkles in it,
call Mr. Ed’s
CARPET REPAIR
& RESTRETCHING
615-496-2016
BUY CARPET AT
WHOLESALE
PRICES!!!

FENCE BUILDER
Replacing & removing
patio fences & debris from the premises. Also offering fence staining.
Lived in River Plantation 17 years.

Call Robert Ammonette at

646-5068.

MISC. SERVICES

HVAC/PLUMBING
HOME REPAIR

615-727-2280
Jim Beltz

Tired of repair persons not
returning your phone call or not
showing up on time if at all? Then,
if the job is done, is it first quality?

Let us prove we are the best.
Licensed & Insured

Over 30 years experience.
We Do It All

Springer

Home Maintenance, Inc.
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN - small
job specialist. We arrive on time!
646-4900. “Honey-do” lists welcome!

Ph: 646-4185
Fax: 646-0253

A-1 APPLIANCE CO.
Where Our Customers Send Their Friends
SALES - PARTS - SERVICE - INSTALLATION

Free Financing Available
Visit Our Showroom at 5410 Harding Rd.
352-5174 www.a1appliance.com

Air Conditioners • Dishwashers

JB HOME TECH

Dishwashers • Refrigerators

Low Prices • Washers • Dryers • Microwave Ovens

Freezers • Disposers • Washers • Dryers • Ranges

UPHOLSTERY

Art’s Upholstery
459-4232

The Piano
Doc
Repairing
Rebuilding

Tuning

Bp. James A. Johnson, RPT
(registered piano tech)

APPLIANCE

REPAIR

SEWING MACHINES and Vacuum
Cleaners Repaired in your home Written guarantee, All makes.
Service calls: $2.95. 367-0972.
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Free tuning estimates
Used, rebuilt, &
remanufactured
PIANOS for sale.
Prices starting at $598.

www.westviewpublishing.com

Free appraisals
Call for appt.

773.0607 804.2206
Westview NEWSpapers

WESTVIEW BUSINESS SERVICES

LAWN & GARDEN

PAINTING

Serving

Randy Ingram

Nashville since 1979

PAINTING
Residential & Commercial

Southern
Gardens, Inc.

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Detailed Prep Work

Landscaping & Irrigation

FREE ESTIMATES!!!

Residential & Commercial Services

952-2280
496-3055

• Landscape Design & Installation
• Landscape Maintenance
• Lawncare Services Including:

Year
Ro
Prog und Main
rams
te
(Mowing Overseeding, Fertilizing, Aeration, Sodding)
Avai nance
l
a
ble!
• Irrigation Systems / Installation & Repair
• Landscape Lighting
• Lawn Renovation & Care
• Tree Trimming & Removal
• Shrub Trimming & Removal
• Grading, Drainage & Excavating Back Hoe Work
• Masonry Work/ Patios/ Retaining Walls
• Driveway Patio Sealing
• Drainage Work, Grading & Topsoil

DECK AND FENCE

LICENSED
TENNESSEE
CONTRACTORS
FULLY INSURED

JUNK REMOVAL

10% OFF

IRRIGATION AND LIGHTING
INSTALLATION

For A Free Estimate

Call 646-6030

UP TO $250 MAXIMUM

southern_gardens@bellsouth.net

Expires 12/24/2007

PAINTING &
PAPERING
Removal & Installation

Kathy 242-3658.

$40 to $100 Paid
For Junk Cars,
includes removal

Call 618-6973
Get JUNK Gone!

Mike's
Painting

Nashville’s Junk Removal Specialist!

Call for FREE Estimate
Licensed

Bonded

Insured

615.604.7772

The proper prep work
makes all the difference!

WE BUY
junk cars, trucks, tractors, farm
equipment, heavy machinery,
for questions or service call

931-670-6921
or 615-945-1939

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Interior - Exterior.
Pressure Washing.
Excellent references.
NO COST Estimates!
All work guaranteed.
CALL 615-308-0211

BOB’S LANDSCAPING & LAWN SERVICE
Residential / Commercial
M

M

Affordable Design & Installation M Quality Work
Landscape Renovation M Aeration / Sodding M Light Grading

Bob Fagg

Phone:

646-0481

Pager:

M

Mulch

736-1044

CONDO LANDSCAPING AVAILABLE!

PAVING

GOLDEN RULE
T R E E

S E R V I C E

RICHARD’S PAVING

Since 1983
“In all things, treat others
the same way you wish to be treated.”
Tree and Stump Removal
Quality Professional Pruning
Member
Fertilization and Root Stimulants
Emergency Service / Insurance Work
Pre Construction Site Analysis Certified Arborist
Insured
#502881A

YARD WORK
Total leaf removal & Yard Work
Prompt, neat, courteous

*DRIVEWAYS *PARKING LOTS
*RE-SURFACING OLD PAVEMENT

Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates
Jim LaBerge

385-9391

P AVE NOW - S AVE NOW

COMPLETE TRASH
REMOVAL & LOT CLEAN-UP
Prompt Service

331-6055 or 977-9159

331-6055 or 977-9159

ask for John

ask for John

860-00 309

Find the right person for the job...

TOP SOIL

Post job openings in the Westview

TOP SOIL - PROCESSED SOILCLAY FILL DIRT
Pick up in West Nashville, or
delivered to your site. Prices
available for delivery in all areas.

Those who make peaceful revolution
impossible will make violent
revolution inevitable.

“Triaxle Dump Truck
Deliveries Only”
All Areas including Fairview, Dickson,
Davidson County, Brentwood & Franklin

~John F. Kennedy
Westview NEWSpapers

Call Linda or Cynthia
646-6131

www.westviewpublishing.com

Call Chad @

When you do things right, people won’t
be sure you’ve done anything at all.

615.238.5989
www.westviewonline.com

~Futurama
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Fridrich & Clark “Best Places to Work”
for Second Consecutive Year
For the second year in a
row, the Nashville Business
Journal named Fridrich &
Clark Realty among the “Best
Places to Work” in Middle
Tennessee for outstanding
employee satisfaction.
Sponsored
by
the
Vanderbilt University Owen
Graduate
School
of
Management, the Nashville
Business Journal annually surveys area businesses asking a
variety of questions regarding
senior leadership, teamwork,

trust and overall quality of life
in the workplace. The confidential questionnaires are submitted to a third party research
firm for independent analysis.
“Our staff and agents are
what make Fridrich & Clark a
great place to work,” said Steve
Fridrich, agency owner. “We
really are a family with a workplace ethic that focuses on
attention to detail and professionalism.”
Comments from the confidential questionnaires included:

“Fridrich & Clark operates with
the utmost integrity, as well as
looking after our clients’ best
interests first. We really do love
our jobs and it shows”;
“Ongoing in-house educational
opportunities are provided for
agents and staff, plus we have
state-of-the-art office facilities
and the latest technology”; and
“I love working for Fridrich &
Clark because it is a fun, friendly, and professional environment.”

Westview Real Estate Section
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