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By Ann M. Job | For the Associated Press

Most consumers may � gure they 
have to pay a premium to get German 

engineering, 
European road 
handling and a 
roomy interior in a 
family-size sedan. But 
Volkswagen’s 2015 
Passat is proving them 
wrong.

Starting retail price, 
including destination 

charge, for the pleasantly styled, � ve-
passenger Passat is just $23,040 with 
automatic transmission. It’s only $21,940 
with a � ve-speed manual.

Both prices undercut the starting retail 
price, including destination charge, of 
$24,460 for a 2015 Toyota Camry, 
according to pricing from Toyota’s 
consumer website.

Plus, the Passat is a recommended buy 
of Consumer Reports magazine, where 
reliability is rated at well above average 
with the base, turbo gasoline four cylinder 
and average with the fuel-sipping turbo 
diesel engine.

Further, the 2015 Passat earned � ve out 
of � ve stars in federal government crash 
testing.

And while the Camry has been the 
top-selling mid-size sedan in America 
for years, the Passat actually o� ers more 
front- and back-seat legroom. 

� e 2015 Passat has 42.4 inches in 
the front seat and a full 39.1 inches of 
legroom in back. 

� e Camry’s reported rear-seat legroom 
is 38.9 inches, while front-seat legroom 
tops out at 41.6 inches.

� e 2015 Passat has more trunk space, 
too - 15.9 cubic feet vs. Camry’s 15.4 
cubic feet.

One place where the Passat comes up 
short, though, is the lack of a backup 
camera on its lowest-priced models. 
Toyota includes a backup camera on every 
2015 Camry.

So does the other top-selling family 
sedan in the United States, the Honda 

Accord, which has a starting retail price, 
including destination charge, of $23,725 
for a 2015 base model with continuously 
variable transmission that a driver operates 
like an automatic. 

� e Accord also is o� ered with a 
manual at a starting retail price of 
$22,925.

But Passat buyers must move up to the 
SE trim level, and a starting retail price of 
$26,840, to get a back-up camera.

Standard equipment on all 2015 
Passats includes air conditioning, power 
windows, mirrors and door locks, 
Bluetooth hands-free connectivity, a 
six-speaker audio system and 
split rear seatbacks 
that fold down 
to expand the 
cargo space.

In addition 
to the backup 

camera, the Passat’s SE trim adds 
convincing, leather-like seat material, 
upsized, 17-inch alloy wheels, eight-
way, power driver’s seat, rear air vents, 
heated front seats, premium audio with 
touchscreen, leather-wrapped steering 
wheel, parking brake and shift knob as 
well as exterior chrome-look trim and 
interior aluminum dashboard trim.

� e Passat di� erentiates from its 
major competitors in o� ering a 3.6-liter, 
gasoline V-6 and a 2-liter, turbodiesel 
four cylinder as well as the base, 1.8-liter, 
gasoline, turbo four. 

� e Camry, Accord and most other 
family-size sedans don’t o� er diesel 
engines.

While record-low gasoline prices today 
might not encourage interest in the fuel-
thrifty diesel Passat, it’s worth mentioning 
the 2015 Passat TDI, as it’s called, is a 
bargain.

For a starting retail price of $27,645, 
this Passat TDI with a new-for-2015 
turbodiesel four cylinder produces 150 
horses and an impressive 236 foot-pounds 
of torque starting at a low 1,750 rpm.

� e 2015 Passat ranks as the lowest-
priced diesel-powered sedan on the 
market. 

Other diesel sedans, such as the BMW 
3-Series and Mercedes-Benz E-Class, are 
priced much higher.

� e number of miles that a driver of the 
Passat TDI can go without � lling the tank 
often takes people by surprise.

� e federal government rated the test 
Passat TDI with automatic at 30 miles 
per gallon in city driving and 42 mpg 
on the highway. Even with aggressive 
driving, the tester wound up with a 

travel range of more than 640 miles in 
combined city and highway driving on a 
single, 18.5-gallon tank.

Anyone who hasn’t looked at VW cars 
in a while will � nd the new Passat big. It 
stretches nearly 16 feet long from bumper 
to bumper and is competitive with others 
in the segment.

Inside, Passat passengers didn’t feel 
constrained at all, and in typical VW 
fashion, all buttons, knobs and gauges 
were well-placed and had good feel. Seats 
in the test Passat had a � rm feel, � rmer 
than the Camry and Accord seats, and 
provided great support for non-fatiguing 
rides.

Brakes took a bit of getting used to, 
as they could engage strongly. But they 
surely stopped the Passat securely on wet 
and dry pavement.

� e 2015 Passat moved purposely 
around other cars in tra�  c, with electro-
mechanical steering that was responsive 
without being too quick.

� e ride di� erentiated the Passat 
from the more mainstream mid-size 
sedans. � ere was a � rmness to the ride, 
a precision to the body control of the 
car that’s not found in non-European 
vehicles.

Yes, this Passat is built in Chattanooga, 
but its roots and engineering still tie in 
with Europe where sloppy handling is 
unacceptable. Indeed, the test Passat TDI 
had little body lean in all but the most 
aggressive driving and conveyed a subtle 
poise and sharpness that’s de� nitely not 
mainstream.

� e backup camera was appreciated in 
the tester, as sizable pillars at the sides of 
the back window could block views as a 
driver backed out of parking spaces.

In October, a few 2015 Passats were 
among 393 VWs that were the subject 

of a U.S. safety recall. VW 
reported a seatback recliner 
bracket might not engage 
properly, potentially causing 
movement of the seatback. 
Such movement might distract 
a driver and lead to a crash.

fact sheet
2015 Volkswagen Passat TDI SE 

with Sunroof
BASE PRICE: $21,120 for 1.8T manual; 

$22,220 for 1.8T automatic; $24,135 
for 1.8T Wolfsburg Edition; $26,020 
for 1.8T SE; $26,635 for 1.8T Sport; 
$26,825 for TDI SE; $27,830 for 
1.8T SE with Sunroof and Navigation; 
$28,840 for TDI SE with Sunroof.

PRICE AS TESTED: $29,660.

TYPE: Front-engine, front-wheel drive, 
� ve-passenger, mid-size sedan.

ENGINE: 2-liter, double overhead cam, 
common rail direct injection, diesel 
turbocharged and intercooled, inline 
four cylinder.

MILEAGE: 30 mpg (city), 42 mpg (high-
way).

TOP SPEED: NA.

LENGTH: 191.6 inches.

WHEELBASE: 110.4 inches.

CURB WEIGHT: 3,497 pounds.

BUILT AT: Chattanooga, Tenn.

OPTIONS: None.

DESTINATION CHARGE: $820.
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Passat ready to compete with Camry

Roomy, affordable sedan with German engineering 

of the U.S. economy: It’s more insulated 
from the rest of the world’s ups and 
downs than other major economies are. 
Exports account for just 14 percent of 
U.S. output, the smallest share among 
the 34 mostly rich members of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development.

One U.S. company largely protected 
from overseas trends is Globe Specialty 
Metals, a Miami-based producer of 
silicon metals that draws 90 percent of its 
revenue from North America. 

Its silicon is added to aluminum and 
rubber parts used in cars, and robust auto 
sales have boosted the company’s revenue.

CEO Je�  Bradley says he’s optimistic 
about 2015. As gas prices have sunk, 

Americans have been buying more SUVs 
and pickups, which use more aluminum. 
Demand for solar power panels is also 
lifting sales.

“� ings are lining up for next year to be 
one of the best years in the history of our 
company,” Bradley said.
Powering us consumers

In the United States, consumers are 
the main drivers of growth. And fortunes 
are looking up for more households. 
Employers are on track to add the most 
jobs in 15 years in 2014. 

As a percentage of income, Americans’ 
debt has dropped to 2002 levels.

In some ways, the U.S. economy 
actually bene� ts from slower growth 
abroad. Investors in search of safety have 
plowed money into Treasurys, thereby 

helping hold down in� ation and U.S loan 
rates, including for mortgages. 

Lower rates, in turn, could fuel more 
home sales and construction next year.

Stan Humphries, chief economist at 
Zillow, thinks Americans ages 25 to 34, 
stung by higher rents, will buy homes 
in greater numbers by the end of 2015. 
Mortgage giants Freddie Mac and Fannie 
Mae have relaxed their down payment 
requirements, which were a strain for 
younger would-be buyers. 

Humphries also thinks developers 
will build more lower-priced homes that 
millennials can a� ord.

Some signs of hope overseas have 
emerged. Falling oil prices should bene� t 
people in Europe, Japan and China, all 
of which import oil. And analysts expect 
the European Central Bank to ramp up 

its stimulus e� orts, possibly by buying 
government bonds. 

� at step would inject more cash into 
the economy to boost lending and keep 
rates low.
Doubting Japan

� e global economy’s biggest wild card 
next year might be Japan. It slid into 
recession last quarter after a sales tax hike 
hammered consumer spending. Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe has delayed a second 
increase to 2017.

Japan’s central bank is buying 
government bonds and other � nancial 
assets in a bid to boost in� ation and 
stimulate growth. 

Yet so far, wages haven’t risen in line 
with prices, thereby threatening consumer 
spending.

>> economy from p3

Rising US interest rates could hurt global economy



NASHVILLE 
– � e lockers have 
been cleaned out, the 
shoulder pads and 
helmets taken up to be 
cleaned and stored.

But the stench of 
the worst season for 
the Tennessee Titans 

franchise since 1994 still remained after 
the season wrapped up with a 2-14 mark.

� e last time the franchise was in 
this predicament was 1994, when it 
was still known as the Houston Oilers 
and a young interim coach named Je�  
Fisher was trying to impress new general 
manager Floyd Reese enough to show that 
he deserved the job on a permanent basis.

For what it’s worth, that decision 
worked out pretty well for a while as the 
Fisher/Reese combination brought the 
organization not only through a move 
from Houston to Nashville but to some 
of the most productive years this franchise 

has ever known – highlighted by its only 
Super Bowl appearance in 1999.

� ose days seem oh so far away now 
for Titans fans who have endured such a 
bad � rst season – empty seats and empty 
hope – under Ken Whisenhunt. � ey 
might even long for the mediocrity and 
occasional competitiveness of the past few 
years.

Truth is, bottoming out might not be 
the worst thing for this franchise. � e 
“reward” for such awfulness will be the 
second overall pick in the 2015 draft and 
the � rst pick in the subsequent even-
numbered rounds.

Tackle Michael Roos, who is at the 
end of his contract and contemplating 
retirement rather than return with a balky 
knee, perhaps said it best, acknowledging 
the Titans are farther away right now from 
success than at any point in his 10 years.

“De� nitely. � e record obviously shows 
it, and just the way everything unfolded 
during the year,” he says. “... then we’d 

get close and lose, again it was the 
snowball e� ect.

“You tried and you just can’t get over 
the hump. It just keeps making it worse.”

Following the 2-14 season, Reese and 
Fisher dug in together, drafted wisely, 
grabbing an untested quarterback named 
Steve McNair to lead the team out of the 
wilderness.

It took awhile, but that worked out 
pretty well.

Now, two decades later, it’s up to 
Whisenhunt and GM Ruston Webster to 
continue the rebuilding process.

Clearly, there are many questions 
to be answered – from whether Zach 
Mettenberger is the answer at quarterback 
to whether Whisenhunt’s formula can 
produce the desired results in Tennessee.

“Whenever you have a season like this, 
there’s gonna be changes,” Whisenhunt 
promised on Monday. “We’re gonna 
get better and we’ve got work to do. We 
understand that.

“I’ve been in this thing long enough 
to know that you’re always going to have 
some potential changes. � at’s just the 
way it works.”

Beyond that, Whisenhunt didn’t o� er 
many answers for what went wrong in 
2014.

My short list of culprits ranges from 
injuries to coaching in� exibility and 
inability to adjust to issues with the roster 
and personnel.

Whisenhunt on Monday o� ered few if 
any of those reasons why – just a promise 
to � x it.

But Whisenhunt was right on one 
front, even if he was half-joking when he 
said it.

“In my time in the NFL, it had better 
get better than this, or you’ll be talking to 
somebody else next year.”

Terry McCormick covers the Titans for 
TitanInsider.com and is a blogger for 247 
Sports NFL Insider.

Up to Webster, Whisenhunt to dig out

20 years later, franchise again at rock bottom
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Sports
By TERRY 

McCORMICK

I visited my local 
Williams-Sonoma store 
not long ago to purchase 
a new Dutch oven. I 
love the durability and 
assortment of colors of 
the Le Creuset enameled 
cast iron bake ware, so 
opted for one of those.

Little did I know the 
Dutch ovens are not 

called “Dutch” ovens. � ey are French 
ovens. Of course. After all, they’re from 
France, but I never realized that the 
French don’t use Dutch ovens.

So since I learned something new in 
my kitchen – about a pot, no less – I 
� gured I needed to brush up on my 
“kitchenettetique.” 

I’m thinking it’s time to have a cooking 
“Well, ain’t that just dandy!” column 
since there are some new innovations out 
there that will make you want to just bang 
your pans together.

With pans in hand, let’s get started. 
● First up is a bowl, but not just any 

bowl. 
If you use your phone to check your 

emails, update Facebook or pin a few 
things on Pinterest while noshing on 
ramen noodles at lunch, you’re in luck. 
� is is the anti-loneliness ramen bowl. It 
has a built-in slot on the side of the bowl 
for your phone or iPod to rest. Every 
smartphone addict should have one!

● Next, I found a banana slicer. If 
you are a bit OCD and long for perfectly 
round banana slices, then you absolutely 
need this. For a mere $2.50, you can 
make perfectly even bite-sized snacks.

● Moving on, I love this next gadget, 
and I have to have it. It’s the stainless steel 
pineapple corer/slicer. Pineapples are a 
pain to peel, but not with this corkscrew-
like gadget. If you eat or use pineapple 

often, this is a time saver. It works 
perfectly and makes a di�  cult job easy. (It 
costs a mere $4 at most places.)

● Tired of hand-squeezing lemon juice 
on your � sh, etc.? Well, I don’t blame 
you. It’s such a worrisome job. 

Don’t fret because now there’s the 
Quirky Stem Hand Juicer, a spray pump 
for lemons, limes, etc. Just push it into the 
fruit, give it a few pumps and it sprays a 
mist of juice on your food. 

I can’t attest to the functionality of this 
one. It sounds a bit strange to me, though. 
Looks like you can purchase it for about 
� ve bucks. (� ink I’ll stick to squeezing.)

● My youngest granddaughter, Gwynn 
(4 years old), loves to help in the kitchen, 
and one of her favorite things to do is 
crack the eggs. So I always have to pick 
out tiny bits of shells. 

No worries now. � ere’s the EZ 
Cracker for about $10. It cracks, opens 
and pours the egg into the bowl, all in one 
easy step – without shells.

I think I’ll pass, though. Watching 
Gwynn bang the egg on the side of the 
bowl and then squeeze it in her hand to 
open it is priceless. And I love picking out 
the shells afterward.

● Having a dinner party? Are you the 
type that has to have every piece of cutlery 
in the right place? � en you might want 
to invest in the table setting diagram 
placemat. It’s a blueprint for those of you 
who, well, those of you who need the 

banana slicer.
● � is next one sounds like it might 

be useful: the bag re-sealer for plastic 
bags. You know, potato chip and Doritos 
bags. � ose darn bags are so hard to fold 
and keep the chips fresh. So this gadget, 
that will cost you about $30 and runs on 
batteries, re-seals the bags just like new 
each and every time. Hmmm ...

● � e Perfect Portions Digital Scale 
isn’t just any digital scale. � is one not 
only displays the weight of the food, 
it also displays the caloric content, fat 
calories, total fat, saturated fat, cholesterol 
and so on. 

It’s literally the “food label” on a scale. 
For about $50, if you’re a serious label-
reader and dieter, or just super serious 
about your diet, then you might enjoy 
this scale.

● And the last item (which is not so 
new but is still nice), is the Graviti Electric 
Salt & Pepper Mill.

I say they’re nice because I own the 
pepper mill. � ey run on batteries, and 
I know it sounds froofrooish, but if you 
have a bit of arthritis in your hands or 
wrist, as I do, and yet you love the taste 
of freshly ground black pepper, then it’s 
totally worth it. 

� ere you have it, a small portion of the 
new and fantastic.

Now for a recipe you can’t live without. 
Well, maybe you can, but I bet you 

haven’t had it yet. It’s kind of new and 

sounds fantastic. I found this on Kraft’s 
website. 

Kay Bona is  an award-winning 
columnist and photographer. Contact her at 
kay@dailydata.com.  

New kitchen items clever, but ...

Do we really need banana slicers, egg crackers
Velveeta 
Fudge

recipe

3/4 lb. (12 oz.) pkg. Velveeta, cut 
into 1/2-inch cubes

1 cup butter or margarine
1 1/2 4 oz. pkgs. (6 oz. total) 

unsweetened chocolate, broken 
into pieces

2 tbs. light corn syrup
2 16 oz. pkgs. powdered sugar (about 

eight cups)
1 1/2 cups chopped pecans
1 teaspoon vanilla

Microwave Velveeta, butter, choco-
late, and corn syrup in microwaveable 
bowl on high three minutes or until 
blended, stirring after two minutes.

Add chocolate mixture, in batches, to 
sugar in large bowl, beating with mixer 
on medium speed until blended. Stir in 
nuts and vanilla. 

Pour into 13x9-inch pan sprayed with 
cooking spray. Smooth top with spat-
ula. Refrigerate several hours or until 
� rm; cut into small squares. 

For longer storage, wrap tightly and 
freeze up to two months. Thaw in refrig-
erator overnight before serving.

Kraft Foods

Kay’s
Cooking
Corner
By KAY BONA

The EZ Cracker, banana slicer and Quirky Stem Hand Juicer are some of Kay Bona’s “just dandy” 
kitchen discoveries. 




