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Faith Family Medical Clinic Helps
Uninsured Workers & Their Families
By Betsy Thorpe
Faith Family Medical
Clinic is a primary care medical
facility where dedicated physicians and nurse practitioners
serve Nashville's uninsured
working people (and their families) by emphasizing the importance of the health and healing
of the whole person, physically,
emotionally and spiritually. By
offering low cost primary care,
the clinic allows patients to
seek out medical care at the
onset of any problems allowing
treatment to begin early, rather
than after their conditions have
become more serious or complicated.
The Faith Family Medical
Clinic was founded by
Nashville physicians Dr. David
Gaw and Dr. John Lamb. The
facility was modeled after the
Church Health Clinic in
Memphis.
With
Baptist
Hospital's Board of Directors
agreeing to provide the rentfree use of a freestanding medical office building on 21st
Avenue North, The Family
Faith Family Medical Center
opened it's doors on October 8,
2001.

The clinic, funded in part
through private donations
relies heavily on support from
the Tennessee Department of
Health, an agency that recently
announced budget cuts that
could possibly eliminate the
four million dollars used to help
fund
community
clinics
throughout the state. By offer-

ing affordable health care to
patients who don't have health
insurance clinics like Faith
Family Medical Clinic offer a
vital service to their community
and if the budget cuts are
approved, more support from
the private sector will be necessary in order for them to continue to care for the uninsured.

For information on how to
help support the Family Faith
Medical Center please contact
Executive Director, Laura
Hobson at 615-341-0808.
To read more articles written by Betsy Thorpe please visits
nashvillepastandpresent
.blogspot.com

The Westview office will
close at noon December 24
and reopen Monday,
January 4.

FAIRVIEW
- The Year In Review
Story on page 8
WHITE BLUFF
- The Year In Review
Story on page 9
FRANKLIN AREA
- Upcoming Events at
the Williamson
County Library
Story on page 8
DICKSON
- Peebles Big Dog
Winner
- Gift of Life
Story on page 9

Family Faith Medical Center Nurse Practitioner Liz Threlkeld Offers Care To A Patient

New Director of Sudanese Community & Women’s Center
By Betsy Thorpe
More than 20 years ago
Gatluak Ter Thach escaped
the genocide in Sudan by fleeing the country with his parents and younger brother.
Traveling at night, it took
more than a month to reach
the safety of the refugee
camps in Kenya. The family
spent several years living in
various camps before Mr.
Thach and his brother were
allowed to immigrate to the
United States. Arriving in
January of 1995 they were
sent to Sioux Falls South
Dakota, where Thach says he
"learned about cold". Later
that year the brothers moved
to Nashville a city Gatlauk Ter
Thach says he has learned to
love. Today with a masters
degree from Cumberland
University Mr. Thach is the
Executive Director of The

Sudanese Community and
Women's Center, an organization he said he founded five
years ago because "I had to
find a way to get home and the
way for me to get home was to
serve my people". More than
8,000 Sudanese refugees live
in the greater Nashville area.
The Sudanese Community
and Women's Center serves
more than 200 members from
the local Sudanese community
every week.
This Saturday, January 2,
Gatluak Ter Thach will share
his life story with the Bellevue
Republican Breakfast Club at
their monthly meeting which
is held on the first Saturday of
every month at Shoney's
Restaurant on Highway 70'S
in Bellevue. The meeting
starts at 8:00 am and is open to
the public. Anyone interested
in hearing Mr. Thach's

remarkable story is invited to
attend.

To read more articles written by Betsy Thorpe please

visit
nashvillepastandpresent.blogspot.com

Gatluak Ter Thach The Executive Director of The Sudanese Community and Women's
Center

Titans Make Visit to Baptist Hospital
Dermettia Kelly and the
Grubb family, who both live
in 37209, were recently visited by Tennessee Titans defensive ends while at Baptist
Hospital in Nashville. Several
Titans,
including
Kyle
Vanden Bosch, David Ball,
Jacob
Ford
and
Eric

Bakhtiari, spent a few minutes
with Baptist Hospital patients
of all ages to spread encouragement and lift spirits. The
Titans
visited
patients
throughout the hospital,
including those in the cardiac,
obstetrics, neonatal intensive
care, rehab, surgical inpatient

Page 2 -- Wednesday, December 30, 2009

and joint replacement units.
Pictured
below(top
photo) is a photo of Dermettia
Kelly and friends with Jacob
Ford and Eric Bakhtiari, and a
photo (bottom photo) of the
Grubb family with Kyle
Vanden Bosch and David
Ball.
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Nashville
Nostalgia

Hillwood Band Recycling Trees

By E.D. Thompson

thompsonia04@aol.com
Happy New Year 2010
I have been blessed with
many happy memories in
music just about all of my life.
I was playing regularly at
WLAC radio when I was sixteen years old. I began playing
in the big bands as early as
1942. I have thousands of
wonderful memories relating
to good music all across our
great country.
My father died when I was
16 years old. Thankfully, I
was able to care for my dear
mother after that. When I was
living with her, she was very
proud of the many musical
jobs I worked. When I came
home in the wee hours of the
mornings after a late job,
show, dinner-dance, or whathave-you, my mother happily
opened the door to our home
on my return. If it had been a
big-time job, my mother was
interested in hearing about it.
Of course, New Year’s
Eve in the life of a musician
was the BIG night. Whether it
was a show, concert, hotel
date, or a dinner-dance at a
country club, the union scale
was double on that night and
every musician in town was
called to work at the many
available jobs.
I was never really superstitious, and I don’t think my
mother really was either.
However, she had one pet
thing that must have been
handed down to her over the
many years.
Mother said that the first
person to enter your home on
January 1, the first day of the
new year, should be a male in
order to have good luck for the
entire year. Now, who really
believes that? Well, when I
came home at around 2:30 or 3
in the morning after a late job,
that solved the problem of the
old superstition.
We are God motivated
people who realize that old
superstitions are not real, right,
or realistic. But, it is fun to
think back on all of the old
quirks of tradition that have
survived through the years.
There are hundreds of them.
Do you remember that if
you broke a mirror, you would
have seven years of bad luck?
You wouldn’t want to walk
under a ladder. Everybody has
heard the one about a black cat
running in front of your path.
Years ago, I always wore a hat.
Several people would tell me
not to lay my hat on the bed.
Bad luck!
Never hand the salt shaker
from your hands to another.
Sit the salt shaker down beside
the person, and let him or her
pick it up. Country folk
believed that it was bad luck to
kill a cricket. We knew not to

count the cars in a funeral procession. We were told not to
walk with one shoe on and one
shoe off. Bad luck!
People would yell if they
saw someone sewing something on your clothing while
you were wearing it. It was
unlucky if two people while
together walked around opposite sides of a post. Everyone
said that it was bad luck for the
bride to see the groom right
before the wedding. Brides
were caught up in the tradition
of wearing at her wedding
something old, something new,
something borrowed, and
something blue. (That sounds
like a Glenn Miller medley!)
We knew not to raise an
umbrella inside the house. We
have heard that the number 13
is unlucky. And, of course, on
Friday the 13th, people wanted
to stay in bed all day. I
remember that the old
Piccadilly Hotel in New York
City, which was considered the
musicians’ hotel, did not have
a floor 13. When you went up
on the elevator, you came to
floor 12 and the next floor was
14.
Thankfully, there were
some quirks of good luck, also.
People nailed horseshoes over
the door in their house and in
the barn. You could carry a
rabbit’s foot or a buckeye in
your pocket. If you found a
penny, it was considered good
luck. You could wish upon a
star. One could knock on
wood.
My mother liked to pick
four-leaf clovers. She could
stand up on the porch and see
four-leaf clovers on the
ground. I could get down on
my hands and knees and
couldn’t find one.
When I was in the Army
during World War II, my mother enclosed in one of her letters
to me a beautiful four-leaf
clover. That in itself is not
unusual. But, what is unusual
is that today I still carry that
four-leaf clover in my billfold.
I wrapped it in wax paper. I
am sure if I unwrapped it
today, it would fall apart in one
brittle mess. Today, that single
four-leaf clover in my billfold
is about 66 years old. It’s not a
superstition for good luck. It is
a memory.
Actually, I don’t believe in
luck anyway. I believe in
God’s blessings.
As we enter this New Year,
let’s think about our many
blessings. We won’t base our
lives on superstitions. Let’s
base our lives on looking forward to the many great and
wonderful things that can enter
our lives during the New Year.
TO EVERYONE HAPPY
NEW YEAR 2010

Order one or more of E.D. Thompson’s books by calling
615-646-6131 or going to www.publishedbywestview.com
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The tradition continues.
The Hillwood High School
Band will be picking up
Christmas trees in the West
Nashville area on December
26th, January 2nd, and

January 9th. Minimum donation of ten dollars encouraged.
All donations go to support
the band program at Hillwood
High School. All Christmas
trees will be taken to local

recycling
lots.
Contact
Hillwood High School at 615353-2050 or Cindy Smith at
615-352-2070 to set up your
Christmas tree pick-up.

Given that our Christmas
holiday folded neatly into the
weekend, my friend was looking for something special to
offer her patrons for that time
between Christmas and New
Year’s.“Why don’t you show
“It’s a Wonderful Life?” said I
(the girl who can never see
that movie enough).
“Christmas will be over.”
I’m chided. “Everyone will be
focused on New Years,”
“Which makes it perfect”
I remind “…since the last
scene in the movie sings the
song we all know and love.” It
was the perfect timing for
trivia. Starting with Auld
Lang Syne.
The meaning? “Long,
long ago”…or “Days gone
by” depending on your translator…
And those other New
Year’s traditions?

For
instance…New
Year’s Eve…Why the parties,
the noise makers, the Mardi
Gras like festivities?
Curiously enough, the
original solstice parties were
symbolic attempts by primitive cultures to show order out
of chaos. (I’ve been to parties
that have mastered the latter.
The “order” usually came
once the last guest had left.)
As with Mardi Gras, the
masks represent spirits of the
dead.
The noise? Well, that’s
about scaring off demons
(a.k.a. today’s unwanted
guests).
Originally a celebration
of winter solstice, today’s
transitional week between
Christmas and New Years is
replaced
by
primordial
instincts to return things to a
mall. Where before, the week

long celebration involving
drinking and yelling (the
entire shebang culminating
into one somber day of confession and purification),
today we revert to a custom of
New Year’s resolutions).
As for “Auld Lang Syne,”
the original lyric traces to a
number of folk sources, but
the most well known was
written in 1788 by Scotland’s
national poet Robert Burns.
An anthem made popular by
the Scots, “Auld Lang Sine”
has become the sentimental
point of partying demarcation,
wherein we pause long
enough to remember the reason for the season and appreciate the year that was.

Dear Dave,
I’ve got auto
insurance, but can
you tell me what
other kinds of insurance are good to
have?
Chris
Dear Chris,
The purpose of insurance
is
to
transfer
risk.
Specifically, I’m talking
about risk that you can’t
afford to take. Most people
can’t afford to have a heart
attack and triple bypass surgery. Having to pay for something like that completely out
of pocket would bankrupt just
about anyone. That’s why
health insurance is a vital part
of any good financial plan.
It’s also important to
have auto and homeowner’s
insurance. If you don’t own a
home, make sure you have
renter’s insurance instead.
Don’t forget about life insurance, either. If you’re married
or have kids, you should
carry eight to 10 times your
yearly income in a good, 15or 20-year level term life
insurance policy. This means
if you make $40,000, you
should have about $400,000
wrapped up in life insurance.
Long-term
disability
insurance is vital. The cheapest way to get this is in a

www.publishedbywestview.com

group. If you buy it yourself,
out on the open market,
you’ll find that the rates are
based more on your occupation than your age or health.
So, if you fly a desk, it’ll be a
lot cheaper than if you work
with your hands.
And don’t forget longterm care insurance. You need
“nursing home insurance” if
you’re 60 or older. It will also
take care of you in your own
home. The statistical probability of needing it before age
60 is about one percent, so
wait until then to buy longterm care insurance. This
kind of insurance can make
sure you get the kind of care
you want in your declining
years. Plus, it can keep your
nest egg with you and your
family and out of the hands of
the nursing home!
- Dave
Dear Dave,
I’m 10 years away from
retirement and just now starting to invest. I know you recommend mutual funds and

www.westviewonline.com

Karlen Evins, author “I
Didn’t Know That” welcomes
your feedback at:
www.karlenevins.com

spreading
your
money
evenly
across
growth,
growth and income,
aggressive growth,
and international.
Considering what’s
happened with the
market
recently,
should I adopt a
more conservative approach?
N
Dear N,
I don’t think so. I think
you just need to enjoy this
ride the market’s on right
now, because it’s coming
back up.
Now, I’m not saying that
the market is going to rise
dramatically every day.
Things just don’t work that
way. But overall, is the market coming back up? You bet
it is! Don’t you wish you’d
invested $1 million back on
March 9? If you had, you’d
be sitting on about $2 million
right now!
The truth is, I don’t know
where the bottom is, and neither does anyone else out
there. That’s why I keep
investing with a steady, longterm mindset, and it’s what I
advise you to do, as well!
- Dave
* For more financial help,
please visit daveramsey.com.
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The
Daughter’s
View

by Paula Underwood Winters

Last week I wrote about David
Goldman and I’m happy to report that he
got his son back in time for Christmas.
What a wonderful Christmas present.
Now we all need to pray that his nineyear-old son gets the help he needs in
transitioning back into the United States
and regains his close ties to his father.
Some may have noticed the
announcement on the front page that the
office was closed from Christmas Eve
until January 4. We do that each year so
that I can have a week off. You may also
wonder how we put out a paper that week
if I’m off work. Well, thanks to all our
regular writers and advertisers, they send
me articles and ads ahead of time and I
put together back to back papers. It is
now noon on Christmas Eve and I’m putting the finishing touches on the
December 30 issue so that I can go home
and spend the evening with my family.
I have finished my shopping and my
wrapping, so tonight is looking pretty
good. We always spend it at my Mom’s
house with our families. Her husband,
Roy, and all his family have come in the
past, but this year we’re just doing our
side of the family. Which is no easy task,
let me assure you.
The day after Christmas, my
younger son’s girlfriend is coming to
town and then Sunday the three of us will
head to New Orleans for a week. My husband, Donnie, has a gig (he’s a musician)
in South Carolina, so he’s heading there.
Of course, by the time you read this he’ll
be home and delivering these papers to
everyone. My older son stays home and
is protector over the house, and offical
animal feeder. We used to all go on these
week between Christmas and New Year’s
trips, but as kids get older and things
change, we adapt. It will be nice to spend
time with my younger son, since he’s
been at school since August and heads
back the day after we get home.
I hope everyone has a Happy New
Year, no matter how it is spent!

Founded in 1978 by the late
Doug Underwood and is an independent,
family-owned newspaper.
THE WESTVIEW
is published weekly by the
Westview Publishing Co., Inc.
8120 Sawyer Brown Road, Suite 107
P.O. Box 210183
Nashville, TN 37221
Phone: (615) 646-6131
FAX: (615) 662-0946
E-Mail: westview78@aol.com
Websites: www.westviewonline.com
www.westviewpublishing.com
Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-5 p.m

Westview Opinion Page

“No Time” in 2010? Use Their’s
younger - USE SOME OF THEIR
The name John Gwizdak isn’t well
TIME!” Wow, as we go through life
known throughout the Westview reaswe hear phrases that capture attendership area, but VFW members know
by John Furgess
tion. FDR’s “FEAR” and JFK’s
him or know of him. Gwizdak, of
Past VFW
National Commander
“ASK NOT” are probably among
Woodbury, Georgia served as VFW
W
e
s
t
v
i
e
w
C
o
l
u
m
n
i
s
t
the two most famous. The Ilinois
National Commander during the memsince 1979
VFW audience might not have
bership year 2000-2001 (the organization calls the position Commander-In-Chief). A U.S. Army instantly caught the power of Gwizdak’s words, but maybe
retiree, he is a Vietnam veteran, and is in the Infantry Hall they did, because he surely received a standing ovation!
“No time in 2010? Use their’s!” What a motivational
of Fame, Fort Benning, Georgia. Among the 30 living
VFW Past C-I-C’s, Gwizdak is probably the most invited message, and maybe it’s just the one we can all use.
Closing out one year and heraldin the beginning of
speaker at VFW functions around the country. His talks to
the membership are known far and wide for their motivati- another, time is our most valuable commodity as a citizen.
nal and uplifting content. They are always met with stand- Time...family, friends, business, personal, church, charity,
civic clubs, all require and request time of self and others.
ing ovations.
Vet’s View, proud to be numbered among the 30 men- How we use it, then, is the secret to our success or failure
tioned above, receives VFW state newspapers from around as the New Year dawns.
A business associate of Vet’s View’s many years ago
the country. Recently, the VFW paper from Illinois arrived
at this ol’ Vet’s home in Bellevue. Perusing the various arti- one used the expression that “some ideas are taught, and
cles and pictures, Vet’s View came across the story relating some ideas are caught.” In other words, some things go
Gwizdak’s recent visit to “the Land of Lincoln.” They cov- right over our head. Vet’s View hopes Westview readers
this week gain a new-found appreciation of one John
ered it well and reported it well. Stunningly so. To wit....
Past Chief Gwizdak was quoted as saying something Gwizdak of Georgia, and his powerful message about time.
like this... “As I travel around our great country, I am real- Someone once said that time is but a fleeting moment in
ly getting tired of people telling me that they don’t have eternity but, again, as JFK once said, “God’s work on earth
time for this and don’t have time for that! Well, let me tell must truly be our own!” Best wishes to you as 2010 peeks
you something. There are about 30,000 names on that around the corner. Happy New Year! At least, that’s this
Vietnam Veterans Wall in Washington who were age 21 or Vet’s View. What’s yours?

Vet’s View

TNSSAR Signs Chapter Constitution
The Christopher Strong Chapter
of the Tennessee Society Sons of the
American Revolution (TNSSAR) met
November 13, 2009, at Montgomery
Bell State Park in Burns, Tennessee,
for The Signing of the Christopher
Strong Chapter Constitution. Special
gues of honor and speaker at this event
was Roy Miles III, a past president of
the TNSSAR.
In keeping with the example set
by the Founding Fathers of these
United States of America when they
signed the U.S. Constitution, members
of the Christopher Strong Chapter

signed several parchment originals of
The Chapter Constitution to ensure
there would be several hand signed
originals on hand toward the future.
The first constitutionally elected
officers of the Christopher Strong
Chapter TNSSAR are Compatriots Bil
Cole - Vice President, Jerry Murrell Secretary/Historian, Robert Moore -

Treasurer, and Maury Miller III President. All officers were elected to
a two-year term.
All interested men who would like
to join the Christopher Strong Chapter
should contact Jerry Murrell at
jerryb12321@aol.comor
Robert
Moore at mooreapp@hotmail.com

Publisher.....Evelyn Underwood Miles
Editor....Paula Underwood Winters
Fairview/White Bluff Editor
Richard Edmondson
Graphic Artist
Alyson Arnold
Advertising Consultants
Linda Scolaro
Route Distribution
Donnie Winters
ADVERTISING: Classified advertising deadline is Monday noon for that Wednesday’s
paper.
Display advertising deadline is Thursday at
five for the following Wednesday’s paper.
ARTICLES: Deadline for articles and community calendar events is Friday at noon for
the following Wednesday’s paper.

Page 4 -- Wednesday, December 30, 2009

www.westviewonline.com

Pictured are the first constitutioally elected officers of the Christopher
Strong Chapter TNSSAR. Standing left to right are Bill Cole - Vice
President, Jerry Murrell - Secretary/Historian and Robert Moore Treasurer. Seated is Maury Miller III - President. All officers were elected to a two-year term.
Photo by Susan Tune Miller
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George Mabry Conducts Messiah

Nashville Symphony Chorus Director, George Mabry. Photo by Harry Butler, Courtesy
Nashville Symphony
By Betsy Thorpe
On December 17th, under
the direction of Chorus
Director, George Mabry, one
hundred and forty six angelic
voices came together with the
Nashville Symphony to offer
the symphony's forty sixth
annual opening night performance of Handel's renowned oratorio, "Messiah." In front of
the
audience, inside the
Schermerhorn's elegant and
acoustically exquisite Laura

Highway 70 South
Bellevue
For shows & times

646-3111

Turner Concert Hall , Mabry
followed the Watkins Shaw
edition of the oratorio's vocal
score as he lead the choir
through the inspiring two hour
performance. Considered a
"cherished holiday tradition"
by
Nashville
Symphony
patrons, Messiah was first performed in Dublin Ireland, premiering on April 13, 1742.
Expressing a varied array
of human emotion the symphony and choir brought Thursday
night's audience a sense of
exaltation through their presentation of histrionic sacred
music and rousing spiritual
text. For the choir the oratorio's
series of meditations can be
difficult. Tenor, Jonathon
Yearworth who has been a
member of the Nashville
Symphony Chorus since 2001
stated that while the piece "is
tiring but not tired " it "reveals
a little more of itself each and

Find Wally

every performance." Director
Mabry who leads the chorus
that includes a handful of paid
singers and numerous "avid
volunteers" credits the symphony's annual performance of
"Messiah" for attracting such
vocally and stylistically talented volunteers.
On January 11th the
Nashville Symphony will
announce the lineup for it's
2010-2011 season and it is a
certainty that a December performance of Handel's Messiah
will be included among the
exciting concerts and special
events that will be listed on
next season's calendar. For
information on the upcoming
announcement
call
the
Nashville Symphony Box
Office at 687-6400.
To read more articles written by Betsy Thorpe please
visit
nashvillepastand
present.blogspot.com

The Westview Rooster and

WIN

FREE MOVIE
TICKETS

This is
Wally!
Do Not
Confuse with
any other
rooster!

Play the “Where’s Wally” contest and win 2 movie
passes to Bellevue’s Regal 12 Cinema. “Wally” is hidden
somewhere in an ad in the paper (or maybe not). When
you find him, send his position to the Westview office
on the attached coupon. If you feel certain he is not
in, send in the coupon saying “no Wally.” A drawing is
held each Monday morning at 11:00 a.m. If you win,
come by the Westview office and pick up your passes.
You can fax or mail your entry to:
WALLY THE ROOSTER
December 16 winner:
P.O. Box 210183
John Vanatta
Nashville, TN 37221
Last Week’s Location:
or fax to 662-0946
Ace Hardware - Stihl ad
there was no Wally in the Dec. 23 since we were closed.

I found Wally, now enter me in the contest!
Name:________________________________
City: _________________________________
Wally’s location: ________________________
Westview NEWSpapers www.publishedbywestview.com
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Happy New Year From
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The ups and downs of 2009…some good…much bad
By Richard Edmondson
What does one say about the year
2009 other than it has not been an easy
one?
Despite the taking office of the first
African-American president, the year
will probably be most remembered for
the faltering economy and all the hardship that has brought about for so many
people.
We have yet to see Walmart, Target,
Publix (more about which in a moment),
O’Charley’s, or even the ubiquitous
Walgreen’s come to Fairview. Ah, but
the city did achieve a milestone in
2009—the opening of its first food
pantry for the poor!
Don’t get me wrong! I, for one, am
very glad Helping Hands is here, and at
the rate the economy is sinking, I may be
in line for their services myself before
long. But not to give up hope. Ben
Bernanke assures us the economy is
improving. He said this in early
December. He also said the same thing
back in July.
I asked Google the question, “Is the
economy getting worse or better?” and
turned up a number of amusing results.
One theory being tossed about, somewhat acerbically, is that it’s “improving
because it’s getting worse at a slower
rate.”
So yes, assistance for those struggling to make ends meet is now, happily,
available in Fairview. I wrote two stories
about Helping Hands in 2009—one in
April when they first opened their doors,
the other in November. The April story
was mostly positive and upbeat. The
November story had some ominous
overtones.
“Our original grants that we got to
open and build and fill our shelves
with—that is going to run out at the end
of the year,” Joelle Chappell, the
pantry’s chief operating officer, told me.
“We’re all budgeted out to pay our rent
through December, and from then on we
have to get some more funding somewhere.”
But count your blessings, as the saying goes. We do have a food pantry (at
least until the first of January), a Food
Lion, and various assorted food stores
and markets, whose shelves, last time I
checked, were pretty full. No one will go
hungry, at least for the foreseeable
future.
What we do not have is a “Shoppes
at City Center,” the development which
has been slated—for several years now
actually—to be built on the north side of
City Center Blvd. adjacent to City Hall.
At a Board of Commissioners meeting in
March, Andrew Jacobson, of Premiere
Development Partners, announced that
groundbreaking on the project appeared
to be close—possibly as close as late
May, he said.
“We turned a big corner this week.
We have a lot of people interested now,
and we’ve mainly just pushed and
pushed the leasing for the last month or
so. It’s really been absorbed and we’re
getting a lot of interest really quickly,”
he said.
Motorists who’ve driven by recently
will have noticed the lot is still empty
and overgrown with weeds. Question:

acres of the park in
exchange for a conservation easement
on the rest, theorizing that no part of
the park at all should
be given up.
But
Knauff,
president of the
Friends of Bowie
Park, pushed the
agreement forward.
As
a
result,
SouthStar,
the
Franklin developer
that was behind the
project, consented to
fund half of the
$45,000 cost of putting an easement in
place,
plus
an
unspecified amount
in attorney’s fees.
The company
One of the nicer things about 2009 was Nature Fest,
also funded property
held September 12 in Bowie Park. Here Derrick
assessments as well
Hargrove (L) and Don Smith play a game of bean-bag as a costly environmental study covertoss at the booth area set up by the Crossroads
ing the park’s entire
Cowboy Church.
700 acres. The latter
do developers make these sorts of state- was carried out in May of 2008, while
ments intentionally out of perhaps some the easement was signed and sealed on
desperate hope of fulfilling wishful October 2 that year. But in the meanthinking? Of course, that lot, at the cor- time, the economy had gone sour—big
ner of Highway 100 and City Center time—and now, more than a year later,
Blvd., did once have a lot of stately, pic- we’re still in the doldrums. Temptation
turesque, tall pine trees growing on it, by Fairview’s commissioners to carve
but those were all cut down back in up the park for economic benefits would
2008—to make way for the new development.
The other big commercial enterprise
promised for Fairview is the Bowie
Commons
shopping
center.
Theoretically at some point in the future
(in a galaxy far, far away) it will be built
near City Hall on 14 acres, including 5.9
acres that are currently part of Bowie
Park.
In May, project liaison Ralph
Every Wednesday from Jan. 6th to
Knauss announced the anchor store February 24th - Yoga at the Library in
would be Publix, advising us that the meeting room. A FREE, beginner
“Publix coming soon” signs were imme- class. Bring everything you need to pardiately to spring up, with construction ticipate: a yoga mat, and any other supon the project to begin possibly as soon portive gear you need, such as a blanket
as late summer. The signs were erected or yoga blocks. All ages are welcome, as
on schedule. The shopping center was this is a beg/level 1 class. If children
not.
want to participate, they must be mature
“I really truly believe we’re finally enough to participate and not disturb
to the finish line and just waiting to get other students in the class. For questions
across it,” said Knauss on December 17 or to register contact Kristina Giard,
after requesting the fourth extension of a Health Educator, Williamson Co Health
deadline given by the city for purchase Dept kristina.giard@tn.gov or 799-2389
of the 5.9 park acres.
x112
Thanks to the generosity of
Saturday, January 9, 2 p.m to 4 p.m.
Fairview commissioners, who have – Lisa Patton, author of Whistlin’ Dixie
already taken unprecedented measures in a Nor’easter will speak at an Author
to try and accommodate the project, the Afternoon. The book is a hilarious and
deadline has been extended yet again— heartwarming debut novel about a
to January 29. Knauss assures commis- Southern belle thrown into the wilds of
sioners this time there will be no more rural Vermont. More than just a funny
delays, that the deal will be closed by the fish-out-of-water story, this novel shows
29th. Or….probably even sooner, he how one woman learns to stand up for
says. Time will tell.
herself and triumph against difficult cirWhether Bowie Commons ever cumstances. The public is invited. Patton
does or doesn’t materialize, either in will autograph her book.
2010 or later, it’s beginning to look like
Sunday, January 10, 3 p.m. – Civil
Anne Knauff was one smart cookie to War Roundtable. Kent Wright of the
grab the deal for a conservation ease- Tennessee Valley Civil War Round Table
ment when she did. Back in 20008 there (Huntsville) will be speaking about the
were some who opposed sacrificing 5.9 "1864 Red River Campaign." A veteran
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likely have become great, if not in 2009
then in years to come. The easement,
however, precludes that possibility.
Will the economy improve, or will
Google’s answer to my query prove
prophetic? Will SouthStar recoup its
expenses, or will it suffer a loss? I don’t
know the answers to these questions.
But it does seem like Knauff made a
wise choice back in 2008.
Controversies at City Hall continued to erupt with regularity in 2009 (one
would hardly expect otherwise). We saw
contentious, at times heated debates on
whether or not to allow guns in Bowie
Park, and on the practice by some commissioners of billing the city for personal cell phone and home internet expenses.
But despite these things, the year
wasn’t all bad. There were actually some
positive aspects to 2009. The city turned
50 years old in July, with a celebration in
front of City Hall marking the occasion.
And NatureFest, Fairview’s venerable
fall music-and-arts-and-crafts festival
sponsored by the Fairview Area
Chamber of Commerce, entered its 25th
year. This year’s festivities included
magicians, circus performers, as well as
a concert by The Waymasters, one of the
hottest gospel bands around.
So what does 2010 hold in store?
That would be difficult to forecast, even
with a trip back to Google-land. So let
me just close by saying, simply, if it
doesn’t sound too tired and trite, “Happy
New Year!”

January at the Library

www.westviewonline.com

of the nuclear navy and an instructor for
the Tennessee Valley Authority, he
recently retired to pursue his interest in
Civil War history. We will be stepping
away from our Tennessee focus to bring
you an informative session on the largest
campaign fought west of the Mississippi.
Monday, January 11, 6 p.m. – 7:45
p.m. – Williamson County Arts
Commission - Art Up Close and
Personal featuring Dickson sculptor
Rose Reed Littrell. Littrell will share her
amazing talent to create animal papiermâché caricatures during the free educational program of The Arts Council of
Williamson County (ACWC), "Art: Up
Close & Personal," Monday, January 11,
2010, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Williamson
County Public Library.
Reading Education Assistance Dogs
(R.E.A.D.) help children overcome a
fear of reading out loud by utilizing registered therapy animals who have been
trained and tested for health, safety,
appropriate skills and temperament.
When these special animals come to
hear children read, it’s fun. R.E.A.D.ing
dogs will be at the library Saturday,
January 16, 10:30 a.m. to 12. Call 5951244 to sign up for a 15 minute session
with a therapy dog.
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A year that brought a library to White Bluff…
and dissension among county officials
By Richard Edmondson
White Bluff accomplished
many things in 2009, but if you
had to point to its single greatest
achievement it would have to be
the opening, in early June, of the
Jennie Woodworth Library.
The
second
greatest
achievement would be that on
December 23, as I write this, the
library is still going strong. This
is no small accomplishment considering a number of factors: a)
that the facility is staffed entirely by volunteers; b) that the year
2009 was marked by severe economic recession; and c) that the
library exists almost entirely on
donations and grants, receiving
only limited assistance from the
city—White Bluff furnishes the
building and pays the monthly
utility bills: that’s it.
But somehow it has kept
going.
There may be communities
in America that have been able
to accomplish so much with so
little, though I’m not aware of
them. It’s testimony to the
Library Board and to the people
of White Bluff who have pulled
together, donated books, and
made it happen.
“I don’t know if you’re
aware of it or not, but the library
recently received a $2600 grant
from
the
Community
Foundation
of
Middle
Tennessee,” said Jeff Martin,
city administrative and special
projects manager, last week.
Martin says the money is to
be used to purchase a specialty
computer that features educational games for kids, and that it
will be placed in the library’s
children’s room.
Back during summer, on the
same week the library opened, I
had a chance to interview members of the Library Board. This
took place shortly after an open
house and dedication ceremony
that had been attended by members of the Woodworth family.
“I don’t think any of us
knew what work was going to be
involved with this. We just envisioned magically waking up one
day and going in and all these
books would be on the shelves,”
said Board Member Dixie Kerr.
When the library opened in
June, it had about 5,000 books
on hand. Today the number has
grown to 7,000.
The city had some other
achievements in 2009 as well. In
April it signed on to a partnership with the county and several
other municipalities to develop a
Geographic
Information
Systems (GIS) mapping system.
GIS not only features maps of
streets and roads, it also can
show things like impaired
streams, private property boundaries, and even water and sewer

lines running underground.
When up and running, the system will be enormously useful to
emergency responders.
Partnering with the county
on another project, however,
didn’t quite come to fruition as
planned. In May, the County
Commission voted not to house
an ambulance in the city’s new
fire hall, which was completed
in late 2008 and had been built
with an extra bay specifically for
the purpose of accommodating a
county ambulance station. The
move caught city officials by
surprise.
“I’m very, very disappointed for the citizens of White
Bluff,” said Mayor Linda Hayes.
“We, as far as I know, are the
only town in Dickson County
that doesn’t have an ambulance—and we’ve even got a
facility that we’re offering the
county for nothing, a brand new
state of the art facility.”
The rub seemed to be that
placing an ambulance in White
Bluff would have necessitated
shutting down an ambulance station in some other community—
the logical choice presumably
would have been Vanleer—but
this the county commissioners
were unwilling to do.

But not having enough
ambulances and personnel to
staff them was only a small part
of the county’s problems as it
turned out. The year 2009 is one
which many county officials
would probably just as soon forget, for it was a year in which
open warfare broke out between
the County Commission and
School Board.
“I love my county, and
you’re going to destroy it,”
Commissioner Virginia Gray
told Schools Director Johnny
Chandler at a meeting in June—
while Commissioner Tony
Adams compared the school
system’s budget request to a
“shell game.”
At issue was a school building debt of approximately $77
million, coupled with the
nation’s economic downturn—
conditions making for a sharp
drop in tax revenues and a $2.8
million county deficit. It was a
deficit that had to be made up
somehow. Commissioners asked
school officials for help in the
form of a $2.2 million funds
transfer from the school system’s general purpose fund balance, which was $5 million in
the black. Under the request, the
money was to be designated
solely for school building debt.

But school officials pointed
out that the $64 million budget
they were requesting for the
2009-10 fiscal year reflected no
increase over the previous year’s
budget—and ultimately they
turned down the request. School
Board Chairman Tim Potter
accused the commission of
bringing about its own problems
through “poor financial policy
decisions,” while Chandler said
a fund transfer would place the
school system on precarious
financial footing two to three
years down the road.
“The Commission has a job
to do. They haven’t done their
job,” said Chandler when a
budget still had not been passed
by October 1.
School officials warned of a
possible school closing should
the stalemate continue. Finally,
however, a budget was passed.
Cost to the taxpayers: a 19 cent
property tax increase.
Coming as a much-welcomed relief from the county’s
budget drama was the White
Bluff Main Street Festival,
which continues to grow, and in
2009 was bigger and better than
ever. The event featured performances by The Last Country
Band, Vibe Dance Company,
PLAIDGRASS, Big Daddy, the

A young participant at the 2009
Main Street Festival seemed to
capture the spirit of the
moment.
Down Home Band, and many
others. There was also barbecue,
jambalaya, cheeseburgers, hotdogs, deep fried Twinkies, and
many, many other Epicurean
delights.
One week after the festival
came the Grillin and Greens,
Bar-b-cuties Beauty Pageant,
and horseshoe tournament held
at the Community Center, followed by the city’s Christmas
parade—a
“Gingerbread
Christmas” it was. Sweet. And
maybe the New Year will bring
more of the same. Let’s hope so.

Peebles Pup Drawing
Winner Terry Queen
Terry Queen, winner of the Peebles Holiday Jumbo Pup
drawing, poses with his prize. Local shoppers could register
upon each visit to the Dickson store, and only one winner
was chosen. The limited-edition dog is valued at $300, and
there were approximately 3,000 other entrants, according to
Peebles management. Queen is from Dickson, and says the
dog will be a Christmas surprise for his grandchild.

Recycle Life at
Horizon Medical
Bottles and magazines aren’t the only things you can recycle.
When you donate blood through the American Red Cross, it’s like
donating a part of yourself. Please make an appointment to give
blood at the Horizon Medical Center blood drive.
Horizon Medical Center Blood Drive
Friday, January 22nd
10:30 am to 3:30 pm
3rd Floor conference room
East pavilion
To make an appointment log onto www.givelife.org and enter
sponsor code Horizonmed. Or call 441-2350. Walk-in as welcome
but appointments are honored first.
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FENCING

PLUMBING
FENCE BUILDER
Building - Staining- Privacy Fencing
20 Year River Plantation Resident

Robert Amonette

646-5068

ELECTRICIAL

YOUR LOCAL BELLEVUE PLUMBER

H A U L I N G & J U N K R E M O VA L

I HAUL
ANYTHING
662-8500

H

615-6
646-3
3303
Roy A . M iles, I II, C R., C GR.

QUALITY
REMODELING
& REPAIRS
“By Craftmen Who Care”
www.TheMilesCo.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Painting-Drywall-Plumbing
Electrical - Kitchen & Bath
Installation & Repairs
Pressure washing
Handyman Repairs

John S cherer
615-957-6802

Mike's
Painting

EXPERIENCED

The M i l e s Co.

H OME R EPAIR

646-3014

master plumber #550
River Plantation
Repair Specialist
24 Hour Service - 7 Days A Week

Repair
Remodeling
Water Heaters

PA I N T I N G

HOME MAINTENANCE

r ran Plumb
u
C
y
e
ing
a il

L AW N & G A R D E N

The proper prep work
makes all the difference!

Interior - Exterior.
Pressure Washing.
Excellent references.
NO COST Estimates!
All work guaranteed.

SPECIAL DECEMBER DISCOUNTS
30% Off All Pressure Washing Labor
20% Off All Normal Roof Repairs,
Gutter Repairs & Gutter Cleaning
We Also Install Your
Holiday Decorations

CALL 615-308-0211

Springer

Home Maintenance, Inc.
Phone:
Fax:

646-4185
646-0253

Licensed & Insured
Over 30 years
experience.

PAINTING &
PAPERING
Removal & Installation

Kathy 242-3658.

Mark Harvill Concrete, Inc.
Driveways, Patios, Slabs,
Walks , Garage Floors
Bobcat & Backhoe Work

615-662-2015
615-972-5244

27 YRS. EXP.

FREE ESTIMATES

PAVING/MASONRY

GOLDEN RULE
T R E E

S E R V I C E

Since 1983
“In all things, treat others
the same way you wish to be treated.”

H E AT & A I R

FALL DISCOUNT

Tree and Stump Removal
Quality Professional Pruning
Member
Fertilization and Root Stimulants
Emergency Service / Insurance Work
Pre Construction Site Analysis Certified Arborist
Insured
#502881A

PEST CONTROL

615-860-6080

Send Community
Calendar Items To
publishwestview
@aol.com
Page 10 -- Wednesday, December 30, 2009

www.westviewonline.com

www.publishedbywestview.com

Jim LaBerge

385-9391

UPHOLSTERY
Time for a
change?
Art’s Upholstery

Pick Up & Delivery
Antiques or Modern
Arthur Ashley

459-4232
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Local Summer Camp Partners with Nashville
Predators to offer New Specialty Camp
The
Gordon
Jewish
Community Center’s Camp
Davis offers both traditional
camp options with swimming,
nature exploration and more, as
well as more than 30 different
specialty camps. The camps
include basketball, science,
dance, theatre, water skiing and
rock climbing, to name a few.
New this year, Camp Davis is
partnering with the Nashville
Predators to add a Street
Hockey Camp to their summer
program. The program will
teach children hockey funda-

mentals such as shooting goals
and playing as a team.
Camp Davis is located on
the Gordon JCC campus, with
52 rolling wooded acres, indoor
and outdoor pools, playgrounds, sports fields and hiking trails. Indoor air conditioned classrooms are also used
when needed. Camp runs from
June 7 to August 6, serving
children ranging from kindergartners to teenagers.
The camp day lasts from 93:30, with extended AM and
PM care available. Most camps

have flexible one week options
so families can register for the
dates that meet their need.
Online and traditional registration will begin February
1st. For more information, visit
www.nashville jcc.org/camp.

B A C K H O E / B O B C AT

WESTVIEW
CLASSIFIED ADS

Dozer/Backhoe/Bobcat
Excavation, hauling/grading
Ponds, driveways, footings,
clearing
We haul gravel, rock, dirt
and sand
Reasonable rates call Ken

615-390-2049

COMPUTERS

CAREGIVER
Adult Care-Giver

Located In Bellevue Area Willing to do
light housework, cooking, sitter/ companion.
Will stay overnight.
References Available
615-646-0858 or
615-714-6323

R E PA I R
SEWING
MACHINES
and
Vacuum Cleaners Repaired in
your home - Written guarantee, All
makes. Service calls: $2.95. 3670972.
TFN

FOR RENT
OFFICE/WAREHOUSE SPACEFOR LEASE in Fairview near I40. Variety of options. 5 offices,
kitchen, bathroom, supply closet,
2900 square foot warehouse. Call
Angie at 973-5852 or email
angblanch09@aol.com.
1/6

HOUSECLEANING
LET US DO YOUR HOLIDAY
CLEANING Free Estimates, 15
years in business. Judy Crouch,
(615) 351-4222.
12/30

H E L P WA N T E D
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Charlotte Heights
church of Christ
5807 Charlotte Ave.
356-4367

Sunday
Interpreter for the deaf

Morning Worship 9 a.m.
Bible Class (all ages) 10:15 a.m.
Evening Worship 6 p.m.

“Transforming lives to be more like Jesus”

HARPETH HEIGHTS
BAPTIST CHURCH
Wednesday 6:00 pm
Prayer Service & Bible Study

Tuesday

Sunday

Ladies Bible Class 10 a.m.

9:15 am - Bible Study
10:30 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Wednesday
Evening Bible Class 7 p.m.
Minister - Jim Morgan

Minister - Darrell Blankenship

SUNDAY
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Bible Study
10:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study

Care Groups : Call for times & locations

CHURCH OF CHRIST
7565 CHARLOTTE PIKE
NASHVILLE, TN 37209
352-4362

Pulpit Minister - Scott McDowell
Youth Minister Daniel Burnell
Children's Minister Anissa Demonbreun

Please visit our webite:

www.westernhillscc.org

Activities for all ages/Choir for all ages
Preschool child care provided for all

615-646-5050 • 8063 Highway 100
Nashville, TN 37221
www.harpethheights.com

Bellevue
Church of
Christ
7401 Highway 70S.
Nashville, TN 37221
646-9828

Sunday
Worship - 9 a.m.
Bible Study - 10:15 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Study - 7 p.m.
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